
 

 

AMST-321-002/HIST 332 001  

One Nation under God: Immigration and Religion 
American University, Fall 2011, 09/01 – 12/15, Thursdays, 5:30 – 8 pm, EQB 11 

Lecturer: Monique Laney, laney@american.edu 

Office hours: Thursdays, 3-5 pm or by appointment 

Office: Batelle Tompkins, Room 133 

 

 
 

Description 
Recent surveys have demonstrated that immigrants become more religious than they were in their 

homeland after their arrival in the United States. At the same time, since the country's founding, the 

presence of immigrants who are not Protestant has repeatedly challenged mainstream assumptions about 

the United States' identity as a Protestant nation. In this course, we will explore what religious freedom 

has meant for earlier immigrants to the United States, and how these compare to those of more recent 

ones. We will study the role of religion in immigrant life, and how, over time, the arrival of new 

immigrants has shaped Americans' ideas of religion and American identity, as well as how America has 

shaped its immigrants’ religions and identities.  

 

Required Reading 
Dinnerstein, Leonard, and David M. Reimers. Ethnic Americans: A History of Immigration. New York, 

N.Y.; Chichester: Columbia University Press, 2009. (Available at AU Bookstore) 

 

Alba, Richard D., Albert J. Raboteau, and Josh DeWind. Immigration and Religion in America: 

Comparative and Historical Perspectives. New York: New York University Press, 2009. (Available at 

AU Bookstore) 

 

Excerpts from: Goldschmidt, H. and E. A. McAlister (2004). Race, Nation, and Religion in the 

Americas. New York, Oxford University Press. (see E-Reserves on Blackboard)  

 

Stephan Thernstrom, Harvard Encyclopedia of American Ethnic Groups, The Bellknap Press of Harvard 

University Press: Cambridge, MA, and London, England, pp. 869-875 (see E-Reserves on Blackboard) 
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Desired Outcomes 
 

Content 

 You will have basic knowledge of the history of migration and the history of religion as they 

intersect in the United States: 

o how migrants of different origins were treated and how they responded at specific times 

in history 

o how racism and nativism as well as acceptance and encouragement shaped this history 

o in what ways migration, religion, and ideas about race intersected 

o how religious communities transformed over time as new migrants joined  

o how new religious communities formed as new immigrants arrived  

o what role religion has played historically in migrants’ decisions to migrate  

o what role religion has played for migrants in integrating into their host communities  

o how the United States has shaped its immigrants’ religions and identities 

 Understand how historians, religious studies scholars, and sociologists approach immigration and 

religion 

Skills 

 You will hone your  

o group working skills (writing summaries, discussions)  

o interdisciplinary research and writing skills (final paper) 

o presentation skills (midterm and conference presentations) 

o critical thinking skills (discussion, reading responses + questions) 

o ability to critically evaluate the work of others as well as your own  

o competency in providing constructive feedback (evaluating weekly summaries and 

conference presentations) 

o your competency to conduct yourself in a professional manner (being prepared and on 

time, courteous towards others, giving advance notice if you are unavailable, 

quote/cite/paraphrase appropriately, and ask for help when you need it) 

 You will know your classmates when you meet them on campus or elsewhere (participation and 

group work) 

 

Grades 
In-class participation (10%) 

Wiki and Journal entries (40%)  

 One group summary of readings on wiki (20%) 

 Weekly responses/questions for readings in journal (20%) 

Course Project (50%) 

Mid-term presentation or current research status (10%)  

Final Paper (20%) 

Presentation (15%) 

Feedback (5%) 
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Assignments 
In-class participation 

Attendance is mandatory. If you miss more than two meetings, bring a doctor’s note to avoid losing five 

points from your overall grade for each additional meeting you miss. In a course with over 20 students, 

it is not easy to contribute to the conversation every week. Nevertheless, I expect you to work on being 

heard regularly in the classroom.  

 

Joint summary on Primary Pad 

You will create one summary in collaboration with other students. This way we will all have summaries 

of the readings at the end of the course. To make this more useful for all (and a little less work for each 

of you), we will divide you up in groups to jointly create the summaries in wikis. The goal for each 

group is for everyone to participate in creating the best possible summary. This may mean that some in 

the group work on the content, while others work on phrasing and grammar, and yet others add images 

or links for illustration and additional information. Total word count: 750-800 words. 

 

Weekly responses/questions 

In a blackboard journal add your comments and questions for 5 of the 8 weeks in which readings are 

assigned - 200 words per entry.  

 

Final Project (3 parts) 

Mid-term presentation 

In week 3 you will decide what immigrant group and religion you are most interested in and begin 

collecting sources that will help you eventually write about your chosen group. Your final paper should 

include information about the immigration history of your chosen group, its religious practices, and how 

it has become part of the American fabric.  

Your sources must include one primary source, which will be the focus of your final paper. Sources can 

also include: scholarly articles, fictional and non-fictional books and films, music, art, images, graphs, 

letters, memoirs, oral histories, and any other source that you find useful for exploring your topic. Of 

course, you will have to treat each source according to the type of information it provides (e.g., a novel 

does not offer historical facts). In our meeting on October 20, 2011, you will each have 3 minutes to 

present what you have found in class and explain why you think these might be useful sources for your 

chosen topic. We will use an additional 3 minutes per presentation for questions and suggestions from 

your peers.   

 

Final Paper 

The final paper is due November 17, 2011. 

4-5 double-spaced pages, MLA or Chicago Style, with a thesis and conclusion.  

 

Presentation 

Present your research in class on a panel of your peers and provide feedback for each other in last two 

class meetings, December 1 and 8. 

Student conference setup (mini version of academic conferences): 

 Instructor will invite guests from the University (students can invite people too), 2 days, 4 panel 

sessions per day, one panel at a time, 30 minutes per panel 

 Instructor will introduce the panelists (students need to send their short bios in advance, 1-2 min) 

 3 panelists per panel present their research (5 min. each) 
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 Q&A session with audience (10 min)  

 Students in audience provide feedback for presenters (with help of evaluation sheet provided by 

instructor, 3 min) 

 

Extra Credit 

There will be at least one opportunity to attend a panel discussion or guest lecture on campus this 

semester. If you are aware of an event that fits our course, please mention it in class or send me an email 

to make sure I agree the event is relevant. If I do, attend the event and write a two-page summary and 

evaluation of the event. You can earn up to an additional 2 points on your final grade. (Limited to two 

opportunities) 

 

Late Policies 

All deadlines are stated on the syllabus. There will be no extensions in this class save for extraordinary 

circumstances or a doctor’s note. You lose 5 points from your grade for the assignment if you don’t 

make the deadline and then 10 points for every succeeding day you fail to hand in your work.  

 

Academic Dishonesty 

In accordance with American University policies, any form of academic dishonesty will not be 

tolerated in this class. This includes: plagiarism, inappropriate collaboration, work done for one course 

and submitted for another, deliberate falsification of data, interference with other students’ work, and 

copyright violations. For a full explanation of the rules and procedures related to academic integrity 

violations, visit the Academic Integrity link on the AU website: 

http://www.american.edu/academics/integrity/code.htm 

 

Sources for Support 
American University is committed to providing educational opportunities to a broad range of students, 

including those with special educational needs. Once students have registered with the university’s 

Academic Support Center (202-885-3360), they have access to a variety of support mechanisms. I will 

comply with arrangements a student may need for assignment deadlines. Students must be registered 

with ASC to receive this support: Please notify me as early as possible.  

 

You might encounter problems during the semester which affect your class performance but with which 

I cannot help. In this case, the following institutions might be helpful: 

 IT Help Desk: 202-885-2550, helpdesk@american.edu 

 Academic Support Center: 202-885-3360, Mary Graydon 243 

 The Writing Center: 202-885-2991, Battelle-Tompkins 228 

 Counseling Center: 202-885-3500, Mary Graydon 214 

 Disability Support Center: 202-885-3315, Mary Graydon 206 

Office Hours 

Office hours are the right time and place to receive and to give feedback, ideas and criticism. You can 

come in and discuss questions concerning the class, the reading, the assignments or papers. I am 

typically on campus only on Thursdays, but if you cannot meet me on a Thursday before or after class, 

let me know what your availability is and I'll try to meet you in person, via Skype, or by phone on a 

different day. If you have short questions, send me an email.  

http://www.american.edu/academics/integrity/code.htm
mailto:helpdesk@american.edu
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SCHEDULE 

9/1 – Week 1 
Course Introduction 

 

Viewing 

President Obama on Immigration Reform: "A Moral Imperative," PBS  

"Bishops sue to block immigration law,‖ CNN  

 

Read / watch for next week: 

Stephan Thernstrom, Harvard Encyclopedia of American Ethnic Groups, The Bellknap Press of Harvard 

University Press: Cambridge, MA, and London, England, pp. 869-875 (see E-Reserves on Blackboard) 

 

Watch lecture by Stephen Prothero, ―On Religious Literacy‖ (See blackboard for link) 

 

9/8 – Week 2 
Religion and the Beginnings of the United States of America 

 

Technology 101: Journals + Wikis (Primary Pad) 

Prothero lecture 

Harvard Encyclopedia of American Ethnic Groups: "Religion" 

Religion in the private and public spheres 

 

Read for next week: 

From Ethnic Americans: A History of Immigration  

 Introduction 

 The Beginnings: Immigration to America 1492 to the 1820s 

 An Expanding Population: Immigration from 1830 to the 1890s 

 

9/15 – Week 3 

Immigration before the 20
th

 century 

Due: Tell us your topic for the final paper/presentation 

 

Lecture 

Separation of Church & State in the United States 

 

Viewing 

PBS series, Episode 1, ―God in America: A New Adam‖  

Chapter 1: Natives resist Catholicism  

Chapter 4: You must be born again  

Chapter 5: The Demand for Religious Liberty  

 

Read for next week: 

From Ethnic Americans: A History of Immigration  

 A New Wave of Immigrants, 1890s-1920s 

 Ethnic Conflict and Immigration Restriction  
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9/22 – Week 4 

Immigration in the Early 20
th

 century  

Guest: Susan McElrath – Archivist to talk about locating primary sources 

Review: Immigration Laws 

 

Viewing 

Documentary on early 20
th

 century immigration from Hester Street DVD 

 

Read for next week: 

From Ethnic Americans: A History of Immigration  

 The Door Opens Again: Immigration from the Eastern Hemisphere, World War II to 2008 

 Close Neighbors: Immigrants from the Western Hemisphere, World War II to 2008 

 

9/29 – Week 5 

Immigration since WWII 

Teacher feedback 

 

Viewing 

―The House I live in‖ (Frank Sinatra 1945 and with Neil Diamond in 1994) 

―Welcome to Shelbyville‖ (2010) 

 

Read for next week: 

From Race, Nation, and Religion in the Americas  

 A Great Racial Commission: Religion and the Construction of  White America,  Daniel B. Lee  

 Catholics, Creoles, and the Redefinition of Race in New Orleans, James B. Bennett 

 The Civilization of White Men: The Race of the Hindu in United States v. Bhagat Singh Thind, 

Jennifer Snow  

 

10/6 – Week 6 

Immigration, Religion, and Race 

 

Read for next week: 

From Immigration and Religion in America 

 Integration of Italian and Mexican Immigrants into an American Religion 

 Passages in Piety: Generational Transitions and the Social and Religious Incorporation of Italian 

Americans / Richard Alba and Robert Orsi  

 Migration and Mexican American Religious Life, 1848-2000 / Roberto Lint Sagarena  

 

10/13 – Week 7 

Catholic Communities 

 

No reading for next week. Students work on their own research. 
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10/20 – Week 8 

Student research presentations 

Students present current research status for final paper. 

 

Read for next week: 

From Immigration and Religion in America  

 Religious Conversion among Japanese and Korean Immigrants 

 Critical faith: Japanese Americans and the birth of a new civil religion / Jane Naomi Iwamura  

 Buddhism, rhetoric, and the Korean American community: the adjustment of Korean Buddhist 

immigrants to the United States / Sharon A. Suh  

 

10/27 – Week 9 

Japanese-American and Korean-American Communities of Faith 

 

Viewing 

―Japanese American Internment‖ (U.S. Government, 1942) 

―This Is Us! Manzanar‖ (KTEHTV, 2009) 

―The world's largest Buddhist temple‖ (BBC World News, 2008) 

―Too Much Air to Breathe‖ (excerpt, 1995)  

 

Read for next week: 

From Immigration and Religion in America  

 Incorporation of New Religions into American Society by European Jews and Arab Muslims 

 Immigration and the Transformation of American Jews: Assimilation, Distinctiveness, and 

Community / Calvin Goldscheider  

 Muslim, Arab, and American: The Adaptation of Muslim Arab Immigrants to American Society 

/ Ann Chih Lin 

 

11/3 – Week 10 

Jewish and Arab Muslim Communities 

 

Viewing 

―The Mosque in Morgantown‖ (2009) 

 

Read for next week: 

From Immigration and Religion in America 

 Part IV: Religious Diversification among African American and Haitian Migrants 

 Black Migration, Religion, and Civic Life / James Grossman and Albert Raboteau  

 Catholic, Vodou, and Protestant: Ceing Haitian, Becoming American—Religious Pluralism, 

Immigrant Incorporation, and Transnationalism / Elizabeth McAlister and Karen Richman 
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11/10 – Week 11 

African American and Haitian Communities of Faith 

 

Viewing 

Lecture by Peggy Levitt, ―God Needs no Passport: Immigrants and the Changing American Religious 

Landscapes‖  

 

No reading assignment for next week. 

11/17 – Week 12 (no meeting) 

Final Paper due 

Students finish Final Paper and prepare for student conference. 

 

11/24 – Week 13 (Thanksgiving) 

 

12/1 – Week 14 

Student conference 

 

12/8 – Week 15 

Student conference  

Final teacher evaluation 

 

 

 

Syllabus is subject to change. Changes will be announced in class and on blackboard! 


