
AMST-334-002: The U.S. through Foreign Eyes 
01/17 – 05/08/2012, Tuesdays, 5:30 – 8 pm, Watkins 106, Credits: 3.0 

Lecturer: Monique Laney, Ph.D. 

Email: laney@american.edu, Skype: monique.laney, cell phone: 770-841-7947,  

mailbox: Battelle Tompkins, T-level 

Office hours: Thursdays, 3-5 pm or by appointment 

Office: Battelle Tompkins, T31 

 

 
 

 

Description 
Since its inception, the United States has been the subject of celebration, inspiration, and 

condemnation from those living outside its borders. In this course, we will use a wide variety of 

sources to explore how the United States has tried to project itself abroad as well as how a 

variety of commentators, e.g. journalists, heads of states, intellectuals, migrants, and minorities 

in other countries have responded to the United States at different times. 

 

Required Readings 
Brooks, Stephen. America through Foreign Eyes: Classic Interpretations of American Political 

Life. Don Mills, Ont.: Oxford University Press Canada, 2002. 

 

Sardar, Ziauddin, and Merryl Wyn Davies. Why Do People Hate America? New York: 

Disinformation, 2002. 

 

All other required readings will be available on Blackboard. 
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What to expect / Course Goals 
In this course, we will explore the manner in which people in other parts of the world and those 

at the margins of U.S. society perceive this nation. Those perceptions have changed over time 

and been reflected through the lens of various cultures, concerns, and ideologies. Using a wide 

range of readings/films/pictures/narratives/poetry/paintings we will analyze depictions of the 

United States through “foreign eyes.” One goal is for students to understand the cultural, 

political, and economic influence the United States has exercised on the world, but also its 

interrelationships with other cultures and nations. Another goal is for students to become 

familiar with sources that convey foreign perspectives on the United States both historically 

and today. Additionally, we will examine what is important to people “outside” of the United 

States and ask who is observing and what aspect of the United States they are examining.  

Finally, the course will examine in what ways the complexity of the American experience affects 

how it is viewed from the “outside,” and in what ways the United States contributes to how it is 

viewed. 

 

Key Questions: 

• Who is viewing the United States through “foreign eyes”?  

• What do people from different parts of the world say about the United States? 

• Is it different from place to place and time to time? 

• What themes repeat? 

• What might we learn from those viewing the United States from outside? 

• How do perceptions change once people experience the United States in person? 

• How do American citizens perceive their home once they have lived abroad? 

• How do those on the margins of American society perceive their nation? 

• What impact have “foreign eyes” had on the United States?  

• How does the United States contribute to perceptions of itself? 

 

Grading 
In-class participation (10%) 

Portfolio of international news “clippings” (10%) 

Blogs (25%) 

Rough Draft of Final Paper (20%) 

Presentation on Final Paper (10%) 

Final Paper (25%) 

 

Extra Credit opportunity: 

Attend a minimum of two panels at the conference of the Chesapeake American Studies 

Association (CHASA), which will be hosted by AU this year in the Katzen Museum on March 10. 

Write a 750 word essay on how the presentations you observed do or do not reflect “outside 

perspectives” of the United States as we defined them in our class. For more information about 

the conference, see http://www.american.edu/cas/chasa2012/index.cfm. 
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Grading Criteria 
Letter 

Grade 

Points Criteria 

A 

A- 

94-100 

90-93 

Reflects consistent higher level thinking: analysis, synthesis & 

evaluation; well organized & presented work; creativity & 

originality; intellectual engagement with ideas, theories & 

interpretations. 

B+ 

B 

B- 

87-89 

84-86 

80-83 

Reflects a command of the material with some examples of higher 

level thinking, organization, creativity and intellectual 

engagement. 

C+ 

C 

C- 

77-79 

74-76 

70-73 

Reflects participation but a lack of higher level thinking, 

intellectual engagement or well organized work. 

D 66-69 A D reflects that the minimum course requirement not fully met. 

F 0-66 An F reflects that the minimum course requirements were not 

met. 

 

Assignments 
Participation 

Attendance 

Attendance is mandatory. If you miss more than two meetings, bring a doctor’s note to avoid losing five 

points from your overall grade for each additional meeting you miss.  

 

Reading 

Much of this class depends on your preparedness, which means that you need to read every week.  To 

retain what you read and be able to talk about it in class, it helps to take notes.  Here are some 

questions you should consider while taking notes on our texts: 

• Who is writing? 

• What are the main points? 

• What is the author’s expertise? 

• What theory/method is the author using? 

• What is the source’s credibility? 

• Is the subject of discussion adequately represented? 

• Who is the intended audience? 

• Does the depiction still seem relevant today? Does it resonate? 

Discussions 

In a course with over 20 students, it is not easy to contribute to the conversation every week. 

Nevertheless, I expect you to work on being heard regularly in the classroom. If you do not contribute 

voluntarily, I will call on you. Please talk to me, if you are uncomfortable with that. 
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Portfolio of international news “clippings” (5 due March 6, rest due April 10) 

1. Collect a total of 10 news stories (current or historical) from non-U.S.-based sources 

using one of the following criteria: 

• Information concerning the U.S. you did not know about from your regular American 

news sources 

• Information concerning the U.S. that is reported from a distinctly non-U.S. point of 

view 

2. For each news story, note in full sentences (not bullet points) which of the two criteria 

you used to choose the story and what you learned from it in relationship to the criteria 

 

Evaluation criteria 

• Diversity of sources 

• Diversity of topics 

• Clarity of communication of what you learned  

 

Blogs (5 blog entries, each due before meeting when readings are due) 

In a blackboard journal provide your thoughts and questions for 5 of the 11 weeks in which 

readings are assigned.  I suggest preparing and saving your entries in a word document for your 

own record as well. 

 

Evaluation criteria 

• Minimum 200 words 

• Addresses all assigned readings for the week 

• Shows clear understanding of the readings and ability to relate insights to larger 

questions 

• Relates texts and issues raised in other texts 

• Includes both agreements and disagreements with the material 

• Conclusions and/or opinions are logical 

• Clear focus and use of transitions 

• Correct punctuation, capitalization, grammar, and spelling 

 

Rough Draft of Final Paper (due March 27) 
“How to Write and Revise a Rough Draft”: http://www.cbv.ns.ca/sstudies/links/learn/1234.html 

Evaluation criteria 

• Thesis 

• Outline 

o Detailed list of topics, sentences, questions you intend to answer in your paper 

• Answer to the questions: “So what?” Why are your points and questions important? 

What does it mean? What are the broader implications? 

• Annotated bibliography of sources you are using 

• Punctuation, spelling, capitalization are correct 
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Presentation (Due April 24) 

A brief presentation (5 minutes) summarizing the book or film you chose for your final paper, 

your tentative thesis, and excerpts that illustrate the points you want to make.  

 

Evaluation criteria 

The Presentation is:  

• Informative- has a clear focus and was well researched 

• Organized/Clear - easy to follow with a clear introduction and conclusion 

• Prepared – speaker had rehearsed and was in control of the sequence, pacing and flow. S/he 

made effective use of notes, without relying on them too heavily. 

• Sensitive to audience - speaker maintained eye contact with all members of the audience, 

repeated the main ideas more than once, and made effective use of pauses, gestures, change in 

pace and pitch.  

• Supported by visual aids - speaker made effective use of handouts, overheads, PowerPoint 

and/or the blackboard. 

Final Paper (Topic choice due February 7, Final Paper due May 8) 

Format: 3,000 words, double-spaced, MLA or Chicago Style, with a thesis and conclusion. 

Thesis-driven essay about the topic you choose in Week 4, either using the list of books/film 

suggestions on Blackboard or based on a topic in consultation with me. 

 

Evaluation criteria 

• Student has responded adequately to instructor’s feedback on rough draft by correcting 

mistakes, clarifying questions, and making appropriate changes where suggested. 

• Student has a good grasp of topic and engaged appropriate texts discussed during the 

course.  

• Analytical statements are thoughtful and insightful.   

• Well-developed introduction engages the reader and creates interest.  

• Thesis clearly states a significant and compelling position. 

• Well-developed main points are directly related to the thesis.  

• Supporting examples are concrete and detailed.   

• The narrative is developed with a consistent point-of-view. 

• Topic sentences effectively foreshadow paragraphs. 

• Conclusion effectively wraps up and goes beyond restating the thesis.  

• Writing is smooth, skillful, and coherent.  Sentences are strong and expressive with 

varied structure. Diction is consistent and words well chosen.   

• Punctuation, spelling, capitalization are correct.  No errors. 

 

Late Policies 

All deadlines are stated on the syllabus. There will be no extensions in this class save for 

extraordinary circumstances or a doctor’s note. You lose 5 points from your grade for the 
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assignment if you don’t make the deadline and then 10 points for every succeeding day you fail 

to hand in your work.  

 

Academic Integrity 

In accordance with American University policies, any form of academic dishonesty will not be 

tolerated in this class. This includes: plagiarism, inappropriate collaboration, work done for one 

course and submitted for another, deliberate falsification of data, interference with other 

students’ work, and copyright violations. For a full explanation of the rules and procedures 

related to academic integrity violations, visit the Academic Integrity link on the AU website: 

http://www.american.edu/academics/integrity/code.htm 

 

Sources for Support 
If you experience difficulty in this course for any reason, please don’t hesitate to consult with 

me. In addition, American University is committed to providing educational opportunities to a 

broad range of students, including those with special educational needs. Once students have 

registered with the university’s Academic Support Center (202-885-3360), they have access to a 

variety of support mechanisms. I will comply with arrangements a student may need for 

assignment deadlines. Students must be registered with ASC to receive this support: Please 

notify me as early as possible.  

 

You might encounter problems during the semester which affect your class performance but 

with which I cannot help. In this case, the following institutions might be helpful: 

� IT Help Desk: 202-885-2550, helpdesk@american.edu 

� Academic Support Center: 202-885-3360, Mary Graydon 243 

� The Writing Center: 202-885-2991, Battelle-Tompkins 228 

� Counseling Center: 202-885-3500, Mary Graydon 214 

� Disability Support Center: 202-885-3315, Mary Graydon 206 

 

Office Hours 

Office hours are the right time and place to receive and to give feedback, ideas and criticism. 

You can come in and discuss questions concerning the class, the reading, the assignments or 

papers. I am typically on campus only on Tuesdays, but if you cannot meet me on a Tuesday 

before or after class, let me know what your availability is and I'll try to meet you in person, via 

Skype, or by phone on a different day. If you have short questions, send me an email.  

 

Learning Outcomes  

Content  
You will be able to… 

 

Discussion Blogs Portfolio Final Paper 

(includes 

rough draft) 

Define “foreign eyes” broadly X X X X 

Critically analyze and evaluate outside perceptions of the 

United States 

X X  X 
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Place outside perspectives of the United States in an 

historical context 

X X  X 

Recognize repetition of perspectives, criticisms, and beliefs 

about the United States 

X X  X 

Compare and contrast outside perspectives of the United 

States with each other 

X X   

Describe the cultural, political, and economic influence the 

United States has exercised on the world, but also its 

interrelationships with other cultures and nations 

X X X X 

Identify sources that convey foreign perspectives on the 

United States both historically and today 

X X X X 

Explain what is important to whom outside of the 

United States as it relates to the United States 

X X X X 

Synthesize in what ways the United States contributes to 

how it is viewed from the outside 

X X X X 

Analyze, synthesize, and evaluate a subject of your choice 

that is related to “The United States through Foreign Eyes,” 

using skills and knowledge acquired in this class 

   X 

Utilize terms and concepts widely used in American 

Studies scholarship, such as positionality, “the other,” 

orientalism, transnationalism, hybridity, “American 

dream,” frontier, multiculturalism, “American 

exceptionalism,” globalization  

X X  X 

 

Skills  
You will hone your… 

 

Discussion Blogs Portfolio Final Paper 

(includes 

rough draft) 

Presentation 

communication skills X X X X X 

group working skills X   X  

interdisciplinary research and writing skills  X X X  

presentation skills     X 

critical thinking skills X X  X  

ability to effectively research arguments 

based on the analysis of texts 

X X  X  

ability to critically evaluate the work of 

others as well as your own and provide 

constructive feedback 

   X X 

your competency to conduct yourself in a 

professional manner (being prepared and 

on time, courteous towards others, giving 

advance notice if you are unavailable, 

quote/cite/paraphrase appropriately, and 

ask for help when you need it) 

X X X X X 

You will know your classmates when you 

meet them on campus or elsewhere 

X    X 
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SCHEDULE 
Week 1 – January 17 
Course Introduction  

 

Week 2 – January 24 
Imagining the “New World”  

 

Reading due 

Billington, Ray Allen. Land of Savagery/Land of Promise: The European Image of the American 

Frontier in the Nineteenth Century. 1st ed. New York: Norton, 1981. 

• “Prologue: Early visions of the New World” (1-28) 

• "In Germany, Wild for Winnetou" by MICHAEL KIMMELMAN, New York Times, Sept. 12, 

2007 (~ 3 pages) 

• “Der Indianer: Why do 40,000 Germans spend their weekends dressed as Native 

Americans?” by Noemi Lopinto, Alberta Views, July-Aug. 2008 (~1.5 pages) 

 

Not required 

“Ich bin ein Indianer: Germany’s obsession with a past it never had,” 

http://www.walrusmagazine.com/printerFriendly.php?ref=2003.10-feature-German-Native-

Americans 

 

 

Week 3 – January 31 
The United States as Inspiration 

 

Reading due 

Brooks, Stephen. America through Foreign Eyes: Classic Interpretations of American Political 

Life. Don Mills, Ont.: Oxford University Press Canada, 2002. 

• “The Meaning of America” (1-15) 

• “The Future Unfolding in America: Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America (1835, 

1840)” (15-38) 

 

 

Week 4 – February 7 
Civil War and Meaning 

TOPIC CHOICE FOR FINAL PAPER DUE 

 

Reading due 

Lindaman, Dana, and Kyle Roy Ward. “Chapter 13: Civil War,” from History Lessons: How 

Textbooks from around the World Portray U.S. History. New York: New Press, 2004. (92-

100) 
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Text: Douglass, Frederick. “The Meaning of July Fourth for the Negro” 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4h2927t.html 

Video: James Earl Jones reads Frederick Douglass 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8tTkHJWxfP0&feature=related 

 

Excerpt from Horwitz, Tony. Confederates in the Attic: Dispatches from the Unfinished Civil War. 

1st ed. New York: Pantheon Books, 1998. (183-189) 

 

“Germans love reenacting the American Civil War,” Public Radio International, May 31, 2011 

http://www.pri.org/stories/world/germans-love-reenacting-the-american-civil-war4157.html  

 

 

Week 5 – February 14 
U.S. Empire 

 

Reading due 

Wagnleitner, Reinhold, and Elaine Tyler May. "Here, There, and Everywhere“: The Foreign 

Politics of American Popular Culture. Hanover, NH: University Press of New England, 2000. 

• Blair, John G., "First steps towards globalization: Nineteenth Century Exports of 

American Entertainment Forms," (17-33) 

AND one of the following texts: 

Wong, K. S. (1996). "The Transformation of Culture: Three Chinese Views of America." American 

Quarterly 48(2): 201-232. 

OR 

Manela, Ezra. (2006) “Imagining Woodrow Wilson in Asia: Dreams of East-West Harmony and 

the Revolt against Empire in 1919,” American Historical Review: 1327-1351 

 

Not required 

Graphic adaptation of Howard Zinn’s A People’s History of American Empire, 1-74 

 

 

Week 6 – February 21 
World War II 

1
st

 COURSE EVALUATION (survey monkey) 

 

Reading due 

Wagnleitner and May. Here, There, and Everywhere 

• Wilson, Theodore A., "Selling America via the Silver Screen? Efforts to Manage the 

Projection of American Culture Abroad, 1942-1947" (17-33) 
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“Ground Zero 1945: A Schoolboy’s Story” (MIT "Visualizing Cultures" online exhibit), Akihiro 

Takahashi (testimony), Goro Shikoku (illustrations), Yuki Tnaka (translation), Courtesy of 

Hiroshima Peace Institute, http://ocw.mit.edu/ans7870/21f/21f.027/groundzero1945_2/index.html 

 

 

Week 7 – February 28 
Cold War: Capitalism / Communism 

 

Reading due 

Brooks. America through Foreign Eyes 

• “America Viewed Through a Marxist Lens: Harold J. Laski, The American Democracy 

(1948)” (117-148) 

 

Poiger, Uta G. "A New, "Western" Hero? Reconstructing German Masculinity in the 1950s. (Wild 

West Films and the German Psyche)." Signs 24, no. 1 (1998): 147(17). 

  
Library of Congress online exhibit: “Revelations from the Russian Archives,” 

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/archives/intrtxt.html: Introduction, The Soviet Union and the United 

States, Cold War: Soviet Perspectives (read explanatory text and attached document) 

 

 

Week 8 – March 6 
Cold War: “An American Dilemma” 

PORTFOLIO of international news “clippings” due (5 out of 10) 

 

Reading due 

Brooks. America through Foreign Eyes 

• “Understanding America's Greatest Failure: Gunnar Myrdal, An American Dilemma: The 

Negro Problem and American Democracy (1944)” (65-86) 

 

Slate, N. (2009). "‘I am a colored woman’: Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya in the United States, 

1939–1941." Contemporary South Asia 17(1): 7-19. 

 

"STRANGER IN THE VILLAGE" by James Baldwin, from Notes of a Native Son, Boston, Beacon 

Press. 1990 (originally 1955) (~7 pages) 

 

Not required 

“Letter from Mecca,” in The Autobiography Of Malcolm X, New York, N.Y., Grove Press, 
1965. 
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March 10 
CHASA conference/Katzen Museum  

 

March 13 
SPRING BREAK 

 

 

Week 9 – March 20 
Space Age/Nuclear Age   

Guests: Teasel Muir-Harmony (Ph.D. candidate at MIT), Bill Barry (NASA Chief Historian) 

 

Reading due 
United States Information Agency, “World Opinion and the Soviet Satellite: A Preliminary Evaluation,” 

October 17, 1957 (6 pages) 

 

United States Information Agency report: “Selected Editorial Comment on U.S. “Openness” in Space 

Activities,” May 24, 1966 (5.5 pages) 

 

Niedenthal, Jack. “The world’s dept to Bikini,” Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, March 11 2009, 

http://www.thebulletin.org/web-edition/op-eds/the-worlds-debt-to-bikini (1.5 pages) 

 

“The relationship between the Bikinian people and the U.S. Government: Interview with elder Dretin 

Jokdru,” http://www.bikiniatoll.com/Dretin.html (4.5 pages) 

 
Ran Zwigenberg, '“The Coming of a Second Sun”: The 1956 Atoms for Peace Exhibit in Hiroshima and 

Japan’s Embrace of Nuclear Power,' The Asia-Pacific Journal Vol 10, Issue 6 No 1, February 6, 2012. 

http://www.japanfocus.org/-Ran-Zwigenberg/3685  (11 pages) 

 

 

Week 10 – March 27 
9/11 

ROUGH DRAFT for Final Paper due (bring hard copy to class!) 

 

Reading due 
Sardar, Ziauddin, and Merryl Wyn Davies. Why Do People Hate America? New York: Disinformation, 

2002. 

• Introduction (5-14) 

• Standing at Ground Zero (15-38) 

• ‘They' 'Evil', 'Hate' 'America' (39-62) 
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Week 11 – April 3 
Gun Culture + Military interventions 
 

Reading due 

Jared D. Hargis, Through "Foreign" Eyes: The Guardian's Coverage of the Virginia Tech Massacre 

(M.A. thesis), 2009 (1, 54-55, 73-109) 

 
Sardar and Davies. Why Do People Hate America?  

• “America and the World as America” (63-102) 

 

 

Week 12 – April 10 
U.S. Popular Culture in the World 

Guests: Clarence Lusane (SIS, American University), Anne Dotter (University of Kansas) - via 

Skype 

 

Reading due 

Dean, John, and Jean-Paul Gabilliet. European Readings of American Popular Culture. Westport, 

Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1996.  

• Starfield, Penny. “Minorities in U.S. Films: The New Wave 1960s-1970s” (183-194) 

 

Wagnleitner and May. Here, There, and Everywhere 

• Notoji, Masako. “Cultural Transformation of John Philip Sousa and Disneyland in Japan” (219-

226) 

 

Gardels, Nathan, and Mike Medavoy. American Idol after Iraq: Competing for Hearts and Minds in the 

Global Media Age. Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 2009. 

• Chapter 1: Hearts, Minds, and Hollywood (1-8) 

• Chapter 2: The Magic is gone – Except at the Box Office (9-25) 

 

 

Week 13 – April 17 
U.S.-style Consumerism  

PORTFOLIO of international news “clippings” due (complete) 

Guest: Lindsey Feitz, (University of Denver) - via Skype 

 

Reading due 

Sardar and Davies. Why Do People Hate America?  

• “American Hamburgers and Other Viruses” (103-136) 

 

Wagnleitner and May. Here, There, and Everywhere 

• Kroes, Rob. “Advertising: The Commodification of American Icons of Freedom” (273-

287) 
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Week 14 – April 24 
Wrap up 

STUDENT PRESENTATIONS 

COURSE EVALUATION 

 

 

May 1 
SPRING STUDY DAY – NO CLASSES 

 

Week 15 – May 8 
FINAL PAPER DUE 

 


