
Syllabus is subject to change. Changes will be announced in class and on blackboard! 

 

AMST 341 – Nation and Immigration 
American University, Fall 2010 

Tuesdays, 5:30 – 8 pm, Watkins G06 

Monique Laney, laney@american.edu 

Office hours: Tuesdays, 4-5 pm and 8-9 pm 

Office: Batelle Tompkins T-35  

 

 
Joseph Keppler, 1893 

 

Description 
 

In this course we will examine western concepts of nation, nationalism, patriotism, and 

national identity and how these relate to citizenship and immigration.  Depending on 

one‟s definition, nations are not necessarily tied to territory and they can mean very 

different things to those within the nations.  Race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, religion, 

class, and even history and memory are important components that impact national 

identities. As we explore different definitions of the nation and national identity, we will 

analyze what these definitions mean for members of these nations and how these 

definitions relate to concepts of and regulations for immigration. We will then look more 

closely at how the concepts of nation and immigration are represented in our daily lives 

and what happens to national identity when a person moves from one nation to another. 

 

Goals 
The main thematic course goal is for us to investigate and better understand the many 

issues surrounding human migration in modern times and a variety of concepts of 

national belonging and approaches to immigration in the United States and other 

countries. In the process, I hope you will enhance your skills to think like an American 

Studies scholar and that we will all have fun learning! 
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Outcomes  

 
What will you be able to do? How will you be able to demonstrate your competency?  

 

Content 

 You will describe and explain the social construction of the term “nation,” how 

patriotism and nationalism are expressed in everyday life, what function these 

concepts have, and how and for what reasons they are frequently mobilized.  

 You will identify what is and is not unique about American immigration history. 

 You will describe and explain the social construction of categories for migrants 

(e.g., illegal, refugee, guest worker, etc.) and what purpose they often serve. 

 You will apply your knowledge gained in the course to decide what topic to 

choose for your presentation towards the end of the course and how to present it 

to your peers. 

 You will be able to contribute to the questions that go on the final quiz.  

Skills 

 You will summarize, analyze, compare and contrast, evaluate, and communicate 

verbally and in writing the content of various types of texts, and identify them by 

disciplines (reading blog, in-class participation, and presentation). 

 You will use problem-solving skills to critically evaluate the work of others as 

well as your own to provide constructive feedback (midterm take-home exam, 

teacher evaluations, presentation evaluations). 

 You will apply the content of this course to the evaluation of statements and 

commentary about nations and immigration issues (media examples, final quiz). 

 You will conduct yourself in a professional manner (being prepared and on time, 

courteous towards others, giving advance notice if you are unavailable, 

quote/cite/paraphrase appropriately, and ask for help when you need it). 

 You will know your classmates when you meet them on campus or elsewhere 

(participation and group work).  

 

 

Required Texts 

 
Most of the readings for this class will be available on blackboard. The only book you 

will need to purchase is: 

 

Bayoumi, Moustafa. 2008. How Does It Feel to Be a Problem? Being Young and Arab in 

America. New York: Penguin Press. 

 

This book is available at the AU bookstore. I have added a link on blackboard under 

“Useful links.”  
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Requirements 
We meet once a week for two and a half hours. In this time, we will discuss the topic of 

the day using your comments on prepared readings, film clips, lectures, and guest 

speakers. This course relies on your participation – we will all have more fun discussing 

topics the better you are prepared and the more you contribute. You will be missed when 

you are not here, and you will lose grade points. Coming in late or leaving early is 

disruptive for everyone, so arrive on time and do not leave early. Cell phones and other 

electronic devices should be turned off. That includes computers.  

 

Grades 

I will post grades to blackboard as soon as I can. In brackets below are my goals for 

posting grades, but I may not always be able to meet these goals, so please be patient! I 

know how important these are to you, and I will do my utmost to get them to you in a 

timely manner. You earn good grades by continuous and good work. You can earn an 

“A” for extraordinary efforts only. If you are concerned about your grades, come and see 

me in my office hours early in the semester, so we can talk about how you can optimize 

your performance. Don‟t wait for the last weeks to discuss your grades. 

 

Your final grade is composed of: 

20% In-Class Performance   [grades will be posted by December 5] 

25% Reading Blog (10 blog entries)  [grades will be posted at end of each week] 

25% Mid-term exam    [grades will be posted by Oct. 30] 

15% You-Teach-Us (Class Design)  [grades will be posted by December 5] 

15% Final Quiz (online)   [grades will be posted by December 12] 

 

Grading Scale 

 

A = 90-100 pts. = Excellent! = Completes all requirements exceptionally well. Misses no 
more than two class sessions excused, none unexcused. Exceptional means: creative, 
original, inspired, outstanding, and/or extraordinary. 

 

B = 80-89 pts. = Good! = Completes all requirements well. Misses no more than three class 
sessions excused, none unexcused. Well means: Good, solid work.  

 

C = 70-79 pts. = Average = Completes all requirements. Misses no more than three class 
sessions excused, none unexcused. This means you have met all the basic requirements.  

 

D = 60-69 pts. = Passing = Completes most requirements. Misses no more than three class 
sessions, of which only two are unexcused. This means you have met enough of the basic 
requirements to avoid failing the class.  

 

F = below 60 pts. = Failing = Completes few requirements. Misses more than three class 
sessions unexcused. This means you must have had other, more urgent priorities than this 
class.  

 

Work not handed in earns 0 points. 
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Assignments 

 

In-Class Performance 

This course is a group experience, not a solo performance. Your intellectual contributions 

make the course more fun and enriching for all of us. If everybody joins in the 

conversations this will help clarify information, raise important questions not everyone 

has thought of (including myself!), and learn the material we are covering as a group.  

Also, keep in mind that I tried to keep the reading assignments limited, which means that 

we will be discussing information and questions in class not covered by the readings.  

 

Participation includes attendance, punctuality, conduct, bringing the readings to class, 

bringing appropriate media examples to class, and participating in discussions and in-

class projects. If you have to miss class, contact us (your classmates and me) via 

blackboard‟s email function. You will still have to do the reading and the reading blog. 

For every time you miss class unexcused, you earn 0 points for participation and lose 6 

points of your overall grade. If you have more than three unexcused absences you will 

fail this course. You can be excused only if you hand in a doctor‟s note or, if you let us 

know in advance, for the major religious holy days that are acknowledged by AU. For 

2010-2011, see: 

http://www.american.edu/ocl/kay/Major-Religious-Holy-Days-for-2008-2009-Academic-

Year.cfm  

 

If you have to miss a class in which you have to hand in a written assignment, send your 

paper by e-mail before class starts. If you have to miss a class in which you were 

supposed to take part in a group presentation, make sure that you not only inform the 

class of your absence but also your group with a suggestion of how they can make up for 

your absence.    

 

Reading Blog 

Readings are posted on blackboard for each week. You will be required to read the texts 

and answer the questions listed below in a blog on blackboard. Under my course on 

blackboard, in the left green panel, select the week you are doing the assignment for. 

There should be a list and link for the readings, instructions, and a link for you to create 

your blog entry for that week. Your blog entries will help us all understand the texts we 

are reading better and figure out what questions we want to discuss in our upcoming class 

meeting.  Posting your blog ahead of the course is therefore essential. After reading all 

texts due for the week, post answers for all of the following questions before the reading 

is due (but no later than 6 a.m. on Tuesday before class): 

 

1. Summarize briefly all texts you have read. (100 – 200 words per text) 

2. What did you learn from reading these texts? (200 - 300 words) 

3. Make a connection to other texts you have read.  (100-150 words) 

4. What questions do you have about these texts? (50 - 150 words) 

 

You may include answers to the questions 2-4 in the summaries. I will post grades for 

each reading blog entry by the end of the week. 

http://www.american.edu/ocl/kay/Major-Religious-Holy-Days-for-2008-2009-Academic-Year.cfm
http://www.american.edu/ocl/kay/Major-Religious-Holy-Days-for-2008-2009-Academic-Year.cfm
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Mid-term Exam 

This is a take-home exam and will require you to answer questions in essay form. To 

allow for potential improvements, part of the exercise will be for you to provide feedback 

to each other (with some guidance from me) before you hand in the final version.  This 

assignment therefore has a schedule you must follow: 

 

Sep. 28 – I will hand out and post the exam questions with instructions on blackboard 

Oct. 05 – You will bring one copy of your completed exam to class and email a copy to 

me. On this day we will swap papers between all students and I will give you instructions 

on how to provide helpful feedback for your fellow student, whose paper you will now 

have. 

Oct. 12 - You bring two copies of the exam you took home the week before, with your 

feedback on it. We swap the exams with comments back, so the original writer has 

his/her own paper in hand. You pair up in class and explain your comments to each other. 

Oct. 19 – Revised exam due!  

 

You-Teach-Us (Class Design) 

Design your own class experience. You and your group (1-3 students) will develop in-

class activities around a topic of your choice that connects to the main topic of the class 

and the readings. For ideas, use questions you have had during class that have not been 

discussed at all or not thoroughly enough to answer your questions. You might want to 

explore a film, a book, a newspaper, or a website that depicts nation and nationalism or 

migration (or both) in an interesting way. You might want to explore a particular 

immigration policy, another nation‟s immigration history or policies, or the experiences 

of a particular migrant group. 

You will have limited time in class to discuss with your group what subject interests you 

the most and how you want to present your topic. You will need to let the class know 

what we need to prepare for your presentation. Think outside the box. What other forms 

of presenting a topic, besides a traditional lecture, can you come up with? Be creative and 

prepared! 

 

Schedule for Class Design 

Oct 12 – We will discuss ideas for presentations in class and you will sign up for a topic. 

You will meet with your group members outside of class to plan your presentation.  

 

Oct 26 – Oct 29 You will meet with me outside of class to discuss the project with me 

and ideas for texts that you want all of us to read before your presentation. 

 

Nov 9 – groups presenting on Nov. 16 must provide readings for rest of class 

 

Nov 16 - groups presenting on Nov. 30 must provide readings for rest of class 

 

Student presentations will be held on November 16 and 30 
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Final Quiz  

This will be an online quiz that I will post by noon, December 6, for you to take by 6 pm 

on December 7. The quiz should not take more than 60 min. to complete. You can submit 

ideas for the quiz via a wiki on blackboard from November 16 to November 30. 

 

Extra Credit 

There will be at least one opportunity to attend a panel discussion or guest lecture on 

campus this semester. If you are aware of an event that fits our course, please mention it 

in class or send me an email to make sure I agree the event is relevant. If you attend one 

or more of these events and write an entry similar to our reading blogs for each, you can 

earn up to 2.5 points on your overall grade or replace an unwanted reading blog grade 

with the grade for the extra credit assignment.   

 

Late Policies 

All deadlines are stated on the syllabus. There will be no extensions in this class save for 

extraordinary circumstances or a doctor‟s note stating you couldn‟t finish your work. You 

lose 5 points from your grade for the assignment if you don‟t make the deadline and then 

10 points for every succeeding day you fail to hand in your work.  

 

Academic Dishonesty 

In accordance with American University policies, any form of academic dishonesty will 

not be tolerated in this class. This includes: plagiarism, inappropriate collaboration, 

work done for one course and submitted for another, deliberate falsification of data, 

interference with other students‟ work, and copyright violations.  For a full explanation of 

the rules and procedures related to academic integrity violations, visit the Academic 

Integrity link on the AU 

website: http://www.american.edu/academics/integrity/code.htm.Useful  

Sources for Support 

American University is committed to providing educational opportunities to a broad 

range of students, including those with special educational needs. Once students have 

registered with the university‟s Academic Support Center (202-885-3360), they have 

access to a variety of support mechanisms. I will comply with arrangements a student 

may need for assignment deadlines. Students must be registered with ASC to receive this 

support: Please notify me as early as possible.  

 

If you have trouble with the reading assigned for this class or are unclear about the 

written assignments or the papers you need to write, you are invited to come to my office 

hours or to meet me by appointment. However, you might encounter problems during the 

semester which affect your class performance but with which I cannot help. In this case, 

the following institutions might be helpful: 

 Academic Support Center 202-885-3360, Mary Graydon 243. 

 The Writing Center 202-885-2991, Battelle-Tompkins 228. 

 Counseling Center 202-885-3500, Mary Graydon 214. 

 Disability Support Center 202-885-3315, Mary Graydon 206. 

http://www.american.edu/academics/integrity/code.htm
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Schedule 
 

Week 1 - 08.24.2010 

Introduction + Syllabus 

 

Week 2 - 08.31.2020 

Nation, State, Nation-State 

Visit from Marcy Fink Campos to talk about Service Learning 

Prepare: 

 Thomas Hobbes (1651), “Leviathan,” Nations and Identities, 45-49 (4 pgs) 

 John Locke (1690), “Two Treatises of Government,” Nations and Identities, 50-53 (4 

pgs) 

 Johann Gottlieb Fichte (1808,) “Addresses to the German Nation,” Nations and 

Identities, 114-127 (14 pgs) 

 Ernst Renan (1882), “What is a Nation?,” Nations and Identities, 162-176 (15 pgs) 

 Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities (1983), Nations and Identities, 309-315 

(9 pgs) 

 Homi K. Bhabha (1990), “Narrating the Nation,” Nations and Identities, 359-363 ( 5 

pgs) 

 Cecilia Elizabeth O‟Leary, “To Make a Nation,” To Die For, 3-9 (6.5 pgs) 

 

Screening: Printing Transforms Knowledge, 1986 (excerpt) 

 

Week 3 - 09.07.2010 

Patriotism, Nationalism, National Identity 

Prepare: 

 Joshua Searle-White, “Identity-The Consistent Feature,” 47-66, and “The Fragility of 

Identity,” 67-85, The Psychology of Nationalism (38) 

 Cecilia Elizabeth O‟Leary, “I Pledge Allegiance…:Mobilizing the Nation‟s Youth,” 

To Die For, 150-171 (22) 

 Cecilia Elizabeth O‟Leary, “The Great Fusing Furnace: Americanization in the Public 

Schools,” To Die For, 172-193 (20.5) 

 

Week 4 - 09.14.2010 

Nation, Race, Ethnicity, Gender and Sexuality 

Prepare: 

 Theodor Herzl (1896), “The Jewish State,” Nations and identities, 185-189 (5 pgs) 

 Joane Nagel, “Sex and Nationalism,” Race, Ethnicity and Sexuality, 140-176 (24 pgs) 

 Colin G. Calloway, “Nations within a Nation: Indian Country since 1980,” First 

Nations (520-543) 

 

Audio presentation: Theodor Herzl and the First Zionist Congress, 2002 (NPR, 9 min) 

Screening: Tribal Nations: The Story of Federal Indian Law, 2006 (2nd
 part, 30 min) 
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Week 5 - 09.21.2010 

Nation, History & Memory 

First teacher evaluation 

Prepare: 

 Cecilia Elizabeth O‟Leary, “Clasping Hands over the Bloody Divide: National 

Memory, Racism, and Amnesia,” To Die For, 194-219 (24 pgs) 

 Emily S. Rosenberg, “Japanese Americans: Identity and Memory Culture,” A Date 

Which Will Live, 140-154 (15 pgs) 

 Emily S. Rosenberg, “Spectacular History,” A Date Which Will Live,155-173 (19 pgs) 

 

Week 6 - 09.28.2010 

Nation in everyday life 

Hand-out of midterm questions 

Prepare: 

 Billig, "Introduction" (abbreviated) + Chapter 5 - "Flagging the Homeland Daily," 

Banal Nationalism, 1-9 and 93-127, (43 pgs) 

 

Week 7 - 10.05.2010 

Migration, emigration, immigration  

Due: Midterm exam 

In-Class: swap midterm exams 

 

 No readings or blogs this week. 

 

In-Class group activity: Online Immigration Myths and Realities Quiz (PBS, 

Independent Lens) 

Audio presentation: “Immigration and Conceptions of „Fit‟ Citizenship, 1790-1924″ by 

Matthew Jacobson, Yale University 

 

Week 8 - 10.12.2010 

Citizenship and Immigration Policies 

Due: Comments on midterm exams due (2 copies) 

In-Class: Discuss comments with each other 

Form presentation groups 

Prepare: 

 Kerber, Linda K. (1997), “The Meanings of Citizenship,” Journal of American 

History, 833-854 (22 pgs) 

 Aristide Zolberg, “Rethinking the Last 200 years of US Immigration Policy,” 

available from http://www.migrationinformation.org/feature/display.cfm?ID=401     

(7 pgs) 

 Kanstroom, Daniel. 2007. Deportation Nation: Outsiders in American History. 

Harvard University Press. 1-20 (20 pgs) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.migrationinformation.org/feature/display.cfm?ID=401
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Week 9 - 10.19.2010 

Native and Newcomer 

Due: Revised midterm exam 

Second teacher evaluation 

Prepare: 

 John Higham (1955), “Patterns in the Making,” Strangers in the Land, 3-11 (9 pgs)  

 Nancy Foner, “Immigrants and African Americans,” In a New Land, 43-61 (19 pgs) 

 Benton-Cohen, Katherine & Geraldo Cadava. 2010. Back to the Border: A Historical 

Comparison of U.S. Border Politics. Immigration Policy Center. 3-19 (12 pgs) 

 

Screening: On the Line, 2009, by Carolyn Brown (36 min) 

 

Week 10 - 10.26.2010 

Illegal, undocumented, unauthorized 

Remember to meet with me outside of class this week for your presentations  

Guest: Bernardo Rodriquez, Esq., Staff Attorney for Capital Area Immigrants‟ Rights 

(CAIR Coalition) 

Prepare: 

 Claudia Sadowski-Smith (2009), “Unskilled Labor Migration and the Illegality 

Spiral: Chinese, European, and Mexican Indocumentados in the United States, 1882-

2007,” American Quarterly, A Special Issue - Nation and Migration: Past and Future, 

779-804 (23 pgs) 

 Mae M. Ngai, “The Architecture of Race in American Immigration Law: A 

Reexamination of the Immigration Act of 1924,” Journal of American History, 67-92 

(26 pgs) 

 

Week 11 - 11.02.2010 

Newcomer and Native 

Guest: Carolyn Brown, journalist, assistant professor at AU, and executive producer of 

On the Line 

Prepare (Different blog entry format! See below or Blackboard): 

 Leo R. Chavez (2008), "The Latino Threat Narrative," The Latino Threat, 21-43 (22 

pgs)  

o In 500 words: How does this reading add to our previous readings? 

 Moustafa Bayoumi, How does it feel to be a Problem? - Preface,” 1-12 (12 pgs) + 

one chapter (ca. 35 pgs) 

o NO blog entry! Instead, you will be presenting a chapter in class next week. 

 

Main goal for your presentation: 

Summarize the story. How is the relationship between being American and Arab 

portrayed? 

 Additional questions to think about: 

What does the chapter you read tell us about the U.S. as a nation? 

What does it tell us about national identity (U.S. or other)? 

What does it tell us about immigration/the life of immigrants? 

What does it tell us about Arab Youth in America? 



AMST 341 – Nation and Immigration   10 10 

How did you like the writing style? Did you find it appropriate? What effect did it have 

on your reading? 

What do you think was missing from the stories? 

What did you learn that you didn't realize or know before? 

 

Week 12 - 11.09.2010 

Sending and Receiving, Transnationalism, Globalization 

Groups presenting on Nov. 16 must provide readings for rest of class 

Prepare (See below or Blackboard for blog entry instructions): 

 Stephen Castles, “The Factors that make and unmake Migration Policies,” Rethinking 

Migration, 29-61 (27 pgs) 

 

Blog entry instructions: 

 Follow the link on blackboard for the Migration Policy Institute (a local think tank), 

find the MPI data hub, and take a look at the different sources under  “International 

Data”  

 Look specifically at “Country Resources”  

 Choose two countries from different regions (Africa, Asia, Europe, etc.) 

 Review the statistical data provided for those countries 

 Read the lead articles associated with those two countries (e.g., for Kenya, read 

“Kenya: What Role for Diaspora in Development?”)  

 In your blog, explain the main issues the two countries face today or have faced in the 

past in relation to migration. Tie your findings to factors discussed in the Castles 

reading. (minimum of 4 main issues per country!) Feel free to use bullet points 

instead of essay format 

 

Week 13 - 11.16.2010 

Student Presentations  

Groups presenting on Nov. 30 must provide readings for rest of class 

Remember: You can submit ideas for the final quiz via a wiki on blackboard from 

November 16 to November 30. 

 

11.23.2010 

NO CLASS 

 

Week 14 - 11.30.2010 

Student Presentations  

 

Week 15 – 12.07.2010 

12.06.2010, noon - Final Quiz posted 

12.7.2010, 6 pm - Final Quiz must be completed (online) 

Due: Final Evaluation 
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Office Hours 

Office Hours are the right time and place to receive and to give feedback, ideas and 

criticism. You can come in and discuss questions concerning the class, the reading, the 

assignments or papers. I have posted meeting times on a blackboard wiki under 

“Syllabus” for you to sign up, so I know when to expect you. Just click on “edit Wiki 

content” in the right corner of the panel with the meeting times listed, then you can add 

your name to the time you would like to meet with me. I am typically only on campus on 

Tuesdays, but if you cannot meet me on a Tuesday before or after class, let me know 

what your availability is (at least 2 suggestions) and I'll try to meet you on a different 

day.  

 

If you have short questions, you can write to me, too. Try to formulate your question in 

such a fashion that I can answer it in one or two sentences. If this is not possible, it might 

be an indicator that you should come to my office hours.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Syllabus is subject to change. Changes will be announced in class and on blackboard! 


