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National Identities and Immigration
Ruhr-Universität Bochum, July 18-22, 2011, daily from 10 am-4 pm (Friday
10am-2pm)
Instructor: Monique Laney, Ph.D.

This class examines western concepts of nation, nationalism, patriotism, and national identity
and how these relate to citizenship and immigration. Depending on one’s definition, nations
are not necessarily tied to territory and they can mean very different things to those within
the nations.  Race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, religion, class, and even history and memory
are important components that impact national identities. As we explore different definitions
of the nation and national identity, we will analyze what these definitions mean for members
of these nations and how these definitions relate to concepts of and regulations for
immigration. If time permits, we will look more closely at how the concepts of nation and
immigration are represented in multiple media outlets (film, news, music, etc.) and what
happens to national identity when a person moves from one nation to another.

Objectives for this course
o Learn definitions of nation, nativism, nationalism, and patriotism
o Learn basic timeline of US immigration history
o Learn to identify expressions of nation, nationalism, and national identity, and migration in

popular media
o Learn to identify how discussions about migration are linked to definitions of nation
o Learn how categories of race, class, gender, ethnicity, sexuality, religion, class, health, history,

and memory are linked to constructions of nation and ideas about migration
o Learn how migration affects the migrant as well as the home and host communities
o Learn to apply some of the ideas to the German/European context
o Learn to think like an American Studies scholar and have fun learning!

Grades are based on
 Response to questions on O’Leary text (10%)
 In-class participation (40%)
 In-class quiz (10%)
 Final paper based on The Devil’s Highway:  A True Story by Luis Alberto Urrea (8-10 pages, due

August 15, 2011) (40 %)

General Rules for assignments:
Since we are a fairly small group, I am treating this course as a seminar. This means that we
will discuss the readings as a group every day in class. Therefore, you need to
 Bring the assigned readings and be prepared to discuss them in class
 Bring questions for discussion (Don't be shy to ask comprehension questions - chances are

good that others would like to know the answer as well)
 Where appropriate, try to think of examples from your own environment and experiences

that relate to the topic of the day
 Get plenty of rest between our meetings!
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Every day, you should
 Have read all assigned material
 Have reviewed the study questions on blackboard
 Have prepared your own questions
 Bring your own ideas and examples to class
 Participate in class discussions
 Demonstrate that you think critically and beyond the obvious

We will be meeting every day for several hours, so to be sure you can keep up the pace, you
should read the required material before the class begins. Questions are posted on
Blackboard for each reading. Submit your response for Day 1 as blog entry on blackboard for
all to see and as a word document attachment, so I can give you feedback.

Monday, July 18
The Making and Meaning of National Identity
Bring to class: The readings + your response papers for the O’Leary readings.

Agenda:
Introductions
Nation as an Imagined Community
“Nationalism – What is it? Why does it exist?” Robin Gerster, Associate Professor at Monash

University, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1kFxonpjjGo&feature=related

Reading
Excerpts from O'Leary, Cecilia Elizabeth. 1999. To Die For: The Paradox of American
Patriotism. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press.
“To Make a Nation” (6.5 p)
“I Pledge Allegiance…: Mobilizing the Nation’s Youth” (22 p)
“The Great Fusing Furnace: Americanization in the Public Schools” (20.5 p)

“Identity-The Consistent Feature” Searle-White, Joshua. 2001. The Psychology of Nationalism.
1st ed. New York: Palgrave. (20 p)

Assignment for O’Leary chapters:
Respond to at least four of the following questions in 400-500 words. Be sure to always cite the page
number where you found your answer!
 What strategies did Americans use to try to "Make a nation" between the end of the Civil War and

WWI?
 What role did immigrants play in these struggles to form a nation?
 Who were the main players trying to craft a nation?
 What venues were used for debates over the nation?
 What were the opposing positions in these debates?
 Why did many Americans think nationalism or patriotism was important?
 What were some ideas for how Americans could express their nationalism or patriotism?
 Bonus question: What does the author see as the underlying problem that fuels conflicts over

defining the nation?
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Be prepared to discuss the following questions for the Searle-White text in class:
 How does Searle-White describe identity? What are personal vs. social identities?
 How does the author define national identity? When do their national identities become

important to individuals? How and when can they change?

Tuesday, July 19
Nation in everyday life
Bring to class: The readings + examples for “flagging the homeland”

Agenda:
History, Memory, and Nation
Confederates in the Attic, Tony Horwitz
Interview with Michael J. Neufeld about Enola Gay Exhibit controversy
Everyday Nationalism

Reading:
Excerpts from Billig, Michael. 1995. Banal Nationalism. London; Thousand Oaks, Calif.: Sage.
"Introduction," (1-9 only)
"Flagging the Homeland Daily," (93-95—up to “Plebiscites, States and Nationalism,” 105-125
–beginning at “Homeland Deixis”)

Kerber, Linda K., “The Meanings of Citizenship,” Journal of American History. 84 (3):833-854.
(22 pgs)

Assignment for Billig chapters:
Look for 2-3 examples of what Billig is describing as “flagging the homeland,” bring them to
class, and be prepared to explain why you chose them. At least one example should be from a
newspaper, but it has to be an English language one (online papers are permissible).

Be prepared to discuss the following questions for the Kerber article in class:
Kerber states early on in her article that “the American dream of equal citizenship has always
been in tension with its nightmares” (p. 836). What does Kerber mean by this? What is the
tension she is referring to? What have been the dreams and what the nightmares of
American citizenship?

Wednesday, July 20
Who belongs to the nation?
To bring: The readings AND images showing migrants and articles discussing migration from
newspapers and magazines and credible websites + your notes from listening to the Jacobson
podcast

Agenda:
Citizenship
Who belongs to the Nation?
Immigration Laws in the United States
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Readings:
Matthew Frye Jacobson, “Immigration and Conceptions of ‘Fit’ Citizenship, 1790-1924,” The
Graduate Center, CUNY, April 14, 2008 (3 part podcast, 15 min, 26 min, 21 min)
http://ashp.cuny.edu/2009/01/immigration-race-citizenship/

Claudia Sadowski-Smith, “Unskilled Labor Migration and the Illegality Spiral: Chinese,
European, and Mexican Indocumentados in the United States, 1882-2007,” American
Quarterly, A Special Issue - Nation and Migration: Past and Future:779-804. (23 p)

Assignment for Jacobson podcast:
 Listen to all three parts of the podcast and take notes as you would during a lecture.
 Post your notes in a blog on blackboard along with 3 questions you would like to ask

Jacobson or discuss in class

Be prepared to discuss the following questions for the Sadowski-Smith article in class:
Why is the history we learn from it important to know today?

Thursday, July 21
Immigration and Race
Bring to class: The readings

Agenda:
Nativism
Immigrant Life in the United States: Eyewitness accounts of 1750 and 1890 immigration
The Bracero Program

Migrant Workers in America (1959, Council of California Growers)
Harvest of Loneliness (2010)

Quiz
The Illegality Spiral
Current debates about “illegal immigration”

NYT article
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/20/us/20border.html?_r=1&emc=tnt&tntemail1=y
“Illegal America: Arizona's fight Josh Rushing travels to the epicentre of the country's
broken immigration system”
http://english.aljazeera.net/programmes/faultlines/2010/08/201082413344301343.html
Streamline Program

Reading:
Chacko, Elizabeth. 2003. Identity and Assimilation among Young Ethiopian Immigrants in
Metropolitan Washington. Geographical Review 93 (4):491-506. (13 pgs)

Ngai, Mae M. 2006. No Human Being Is Illegal. Women's Studies Quarterly 34 (3/4):291-295.
(3.5 pgs)
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Be prepared to discuss the following questions for the Chaco article in class:
What did you find to be the most interesting aspect of this article? What did you learn that
surprised you, if anything?

Be prepared to discuss the following questions for the Ngai article in class:
What do you think about Ngai’s arguments? Do you agree or disagree that national borders
should be regulated?

Friday, July 22
Exclusion and Inclusion
Bring to class: The readings

Agenda:
Ethiopian Immigrants in Washington, D.C.
Take the U.S. citizenship test
Factors that make and unmake migration policies
Evaluations

Reading:
Stephen Castles, “The Factors that make and unmake Migration Policies,” In Rethinking
Migration: New Theoretical and Empirical Perspectives, edited by A. Portes and J. DeWind.
New York: Berghahn Books: 29-61 (27 p)

Assignment for Castles chapter:
 Read the text carefully.
 Follow the link on blackboard for the Migration Policy Institute (a D.C.-based think

tank), find the MPI data hub, and take a look at the different sources under
“International Data”

 Look specifically at “Country Resources”
 Choose two countries from different regions (Africa, Asia, Europe, etc.)
 Review the statistical data provided for those countries
 Read the lead articles associated with one of the two countries (e.g., for Kenya, read

“Kenya: What Role for Diaspora in Development?”)
 Be prepared to tell the class what main migration issues the country you chose faces

today or has faced in the past. Think about how your findings link to factors discussed
in the Castles reading.


