
HIST 3970 – U.S. Technology through Foreign Eyes 
January 14 – May 8, 2015 

Tuesdays + Thursdays, 11:00 am – 12:15 pm, Tichenor 111 
Dr. Laney, 320-A Thach Hall, laney@auburn.edu 

Office hours: MWF, 2:00 – 3:00 pm, and by appointment 

 
Course Description 
From the cotton gin to the atomic bomb to the internet, the United States has been known 
worldwide for its technological innovations and inventions since its inception. While many 
observers have admired the nation for its technological advances, others have been critical and 
sometimes wary of their potential dangers. Such evaluations depend on many factors, including 
how the inventions affected the observer’s nation and its political and economic relationship to 
the United States. In this course, we will explore how individuals from different nations and 
continents with diverse backgrounds and interests have interpreted U.S. technological 
advancements and ask about the role of technology in creating sometimes contradictory 
images of the United States abroad. This course will focus primarily on European views but also 
includes non-European perspectives wherever possible.  
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Students will (Goals): 
• gain more in-depth knowledge about the history of technology  
• learn about the importance of national context for the social construction of technology 
• evaluate and contextualize diverse primary sources created outside of the United States 
• think critically about the United States in a global context 
• strengthen overall critical and historical thinking, as well as discussion and writing skills 

 
Outcomes 
Many employers are looking for new hires who are able to read, analyze, and communicate, so 
those are some of the skills we will be honing in this course. We will:  

• read and analyze a variety of secondary sources 
• conduct research and contextualize primary sources 
• use evidence to draw conclusions about historical events based on logical arguments 
• present findings in a formal setting 

 
Format 
We will be focusing on different eras, technologies, and "foreign eyes" over the course of the 
semester. This means that we may be in one era for multiple weeks because we are looking at 
multiple technologies and/or multiple "foreign eyes." The course will progress chronologically, 
but we will sometimes skip forward (see schedule).  
 
Some meetings will be dominated by lecture, but most will focus on discussion. The lectures 
will complement the readings, so it is imperative that you take notes. Sometimes we will have 
discussions in smaller groups and other times larger discussions with the whole group. In either 
setting, the discussions will focus on the readings, so you will not only have to read the texts 
actively but also bring them to class. We will also take time to discuss the assignment 
requirements and best practices throughout the semester. 
 
Reading actively: take notes, jot down questions, look up words or historical events you do not 
know, and be prepared to discuss the ins and outs of the text in class. The chapters in American 
Horizons will provide context for the other readings, so you do not have to read them as 
closely, but you do need to be familiar with them for our discussions, the exams, and your 
research paper.  
 
Required Readings 
Schaller, M., R. D. Schulzinger, et al. (2013). American Horizons: U.S. History in a Global Context, 
Volume II: Since 1865. New York, Oxford University Press. ISBN: 978-0199739912 
 
All additional readings are available on Canvas. 
 
 
 

Syllabus is subject to change. Changes will be announced in class and on Canvas!  2 
 



HIST 3970 - US Technology through Foreign Eyes 

Grading 
20 % = Reading Journal 
20 % = Exams I + II 
30 % = Research Paper (multiple parts & deadlines) 
10 % = Presentation 
20 % = Final Exam 
 
I want all of you to do well, so please do not hesitate to contact me (or drop by my office) with 
any questions during the term. Note that I do not offer extra credit opportunities under any 
circumstances. 
 
Attendance  
Regular attendance is vital to mastering the course material but also for your grade. You may 
miss 2 meetings unexcused, but for each additional absence you will lose 3 points of your 
overall grade, and if you have more than five unexcused absences, you will fail this course. 
Absences will be excused only if you have a written excuse that complies with the Auburn 
University Student Policy eHandbook, section I, subsection 5, points 1–5 (I.5.1–5); no other 
excuses will be acceptable for this course (per I.5.6).  Note that I reserve the right to lower the 
grade of any student who is habitually late or leaves early regularly. 
 
Participation  
You must bring the assigned readings for the week to class in order to participate, and I expect 
you to work on being heard regularly during discussions to demonstrate that you are engaging 
with the course material. If you do not contribute voluntarily, I will call on you.  
 
Reading Journal 
We will have readings due for each meeting. To help you stay on track, you will need to update 
your journal on Canvas by 6 am on Tuesday and Thursday respectively. Every text (except for 
the American Horizon chapters) should have a corresponding entry and each journal entry 
should contain the following:  

• the author’s main point (thesis) 
• how the author makes his or her case 
• the role of “foreign eyes” and “U.S. technology” in the reading 
• your brief response to the reading based on our course topic/discussions 
• 2 open-ended discussion questions that we can refer to during class time 

The body of the entry (without the questions) should be at least 4-5 sentences long but no 
longer than 8 sentences. I encourage conciseness! You can elaborate on your thoughts in class. 
 
Exams I, II, and Final Exam 
Exams I and II are take-home exams and will cover material from the lectures, readings, and 
discussions up to that point. The final exam will take place in our regular classroom. 
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Research Paper  
This paper is intended for you to practice working with a primary source or multiple sources. 
The paper should be 3,000 words in length and place the primary source you choose in its 
historical context, while examining the role of the national context for the social construction of 
the technology addressed in that primary source.  You will find detailed instructions on Canvas.  
You may choose your own primary source(s), but you must get my approval first. 
There are 3 deadlines associated with this paper:  
Mar 3, 11 a.m. - Submit a 1-2 page proposal, including topic, primary sources you will use, and 
questions you want to answer (5%) 
Mar 17, 11 a.m. - Annotated bibliography & tentative thesis (5%) 
April 14, 11 a.m. - Completed paper (20%) 
 
Technology in the Classroom 
Phones must be turned off during class, but you may use your laptop or tablet. In fact, I 
encourage you bring those to class, so you can use it for group activities. That said, I want to be 
clear that you may only use these devices for class related activities. You must resist the 
temptation to check your email, social media sites, or pursue any other activities that are not 
pertinent to the course. If I catch you doing any of these things, I will lower your overall grade 
by 3 points each time.   
 
Policy on Makeups 
Tests and quizzes may be made up only in extraordinary circumstances. Makeups will be 
granted if you have a written excuse that complies with the Auburn University Student Policy 
eHandbook, section I, subsection 5, points 1–5 (I.5.1–5); no other excuses will be acceptable 
(per I.5.6). A qualifying excuse must be presented to me within 5 days of the missed test or 
quiz. We will then schedule a makeup time and place. 
 
Academic Integrity 
In accordance with Auburn University policies, no form of academic dishonesty will be tolerated 
in this class. This includes: plagiarism, inappropriate collaboration, work done for one course 
and submitted for another, deliberate falsification of data, interference with other students’ 
work, and copyright violations.  For a full explanation of the rules and procedures related to 
academic integrity violations, review Auburn University's Student Academic Honesty Code at: 
https://sites.auburn.edu/admin/universitypolicies/Policies/AcademicHonestyCode.pdf. 
 
Communication and Office Hours 
Outside of class, I will communicate with you regularly via email and Canvas, so you need to 
ensure that you have access to these tools and that your university email address is set up 
correctly. Be sure to check your email regularly, and I will do the same!  I want you to succeed, 
so I am happy to help during office hours if you have questions concerning the lectures, 
discussions, your grades, the readings, or the assignments.  If you cannot meet me during office 
hours, let me know what your availability is, and I will try to meet you at a different time.   
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Sources for Support 
Auburn University is committed to providing educational opportunities to a broad range of 
students, including those with special educational needs.  If you require accommodations,  
arrange to meet with me during the first week of class. Bring an Accommodation Memo and 
Instructor Verification Form, which you can obtain from the Office of Accessibility. I will comply 
with arrangements you may need, but it will be your responsibility to remind me of any special 
requirements and/or arrangements for any session, especially when there is a test. 
 
For additional support, the following institutions on campus might be helpful: 

• Office of Accessibility, 334-844-2096, 1228 Haley Center 
• Academic Support, 334-844-5972, 0176B RBD Library 
• The Miller Writing Center, 334-844-7475,  for locations, see: 

https://fp.auburn.edu/writing/writing-center/ 
• Student Counseling Services, 334-844-5123, 400 Lem Morrison Dr., Suite 2086  

 
SCHEDULE 

 
Week 1 – Jan 15: Introductions and Syllabus 
 
Week 2 – Jan 20 + 22: What is History of Technology? 

Tuesday 
• Hughes, Thomas P. “Introduction” from American Genesis: A Century of Invention and 

Technological Enthusiasm, 1870-1970 
• Segal, H. P. (1994). “Introduction” from Future Imperfect: The Mixed Blessings of 

Technology in America 
Thursday  
• Winner, Langdon. “Do Artifacts Have Politics?” from The Whale and the Reactor: A 

Search for Limits in an Age of High Technology 
• Leo Marx, “Does Improved Technology Mean Progress?” 

 
Week 3 – Jan 27 + 29: Tocqueville visits America 

Tuesday 
• Heffner, Richard D. “Introduction” from Alexis de Tocqueville: Democracy in America 
Thursday  
• Tocqueville, Alexis. “Author’s Introduction,” “The Example of the Americans…,” “Why 

the Americans are more addicted to…,” “Some Characteristics of Historians,” “Why 
democratic nations are naturally desirous of peace…,” and “Causes which render 
democratic armies weaker…” from Democracy in America 
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Week 4 – Feb 3 + 5: After the Perry Expedition 
Feb 4: last day to drop from course with no grade assignment and for potential tuition refund  

Tuesday 
• http://library.brown.edu/cds/perry/about.html - review this website carefully (be sure 

that you understand its purpose), then choose one of the images that has essays 
associated with it written by students from Brown University and from the University of 
Tokyo. In your journal, compare the essays, highlighting how they are different from 
each other. Don’t forget to pose discussion questions for class.  

Thursday 
• Fukuzawa, Yukichi, and Eiichi Kiyooka. “Foreword” and “VI: I Join the First Mission to 

America” from The Autobiography of Yukichi Fukuzawa. 
 
Week 5 – Feb 10 + 12: The Rise of Industrialization + Popular Culture  
American Horizons, Chapter 15: Reconstructing America: 1865-77  

Tuesday 
• Arkush, R. David, and Leo Ou-fan Lee. “Foreword,” “Introduction,” and select chapters 

from Land without Ghosts: Chinese Impressions of America from the Mid-Nineteenth 
Century to the Present. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1989. 

• Li, Gui, and Charles Desnoyers. “Translator’s Preface,” “Introduction,” and select 
chapters from A Journey to the East: Li Gui's a New Account of a Trip around the Globe. 

Thursday   
 EXAM I 
 
Week 6 – Feb 17 + 19:  Buffalo Bill, Minstrel Shows, and Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
American Horizons, Chapter 16: Forging a Transcontinental Nation, 1877-1900 and 
Chapter 19: The United Sates Expands Its Reach, 1892-1912 

Tuesday 
• Blair, John G., "First steps towards globalization: Nineteenth Century Exports of 

American Entertainment Forms," from ‘Here, There, and Everywhere’: The Foreign 
Politics of American Popular Culture. 

Thursday  
• TBA 
• Guest lecturer: Tim Dodge, “How to use the library to find primary sources”  

 
Week 7 – Feb 24 + 26: Taylorism, Fordism, Scientific Management 
Feb. 26: Early Alert grades posted by midnight 
(Midterm student evaluation of course this week) 
American Horizons, Chapter 17: A New Industrial Labor Order, 1877-1900 and 
Chapter 18: Cities, Immigrants, Culture, and Politics, 1877-1900 

Tuesday 
• Thomas Hughes, “Taylorismus + Fordismus = Amerikanismus,” and “The Second 

Discovery of America” from American Genesis: A Century of Invention and Technological 
Enthusiasm, 1870-1970 
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Thursday   
• Tsutsui, William M., “The Way of Efficiency: Ueno Yōichi and Scientific Management in 

Twentieth-Century” 
 
Week 8 – Mar 3 + 5: Nuclear Power 
Mar 5: Last day to withdraw from course with no grade penalty. "W" assigned and deadline for 
request to move finals. 
American Horizons, Chapter 25: Prosperity and Liberty Under the Shadow of the Bomb, 1945-
1952 

Tuesday 
• One-page proposal due  
• “Ground Zero 1945: A Schoolboy’s Story” (MIT "Visualizing Cultures" online exhibit), 

Akihiro Takahashi (testimony), Goro Shikoku (illustrations), Yuki Tnaka (translation), 
Courtesy of Hiroshima Peace Institute 

Thursday   
• Ran Zwigenberg,  “’The Coming of a Second Sun’: The 1956 Atoms for Peace Exhibit in 

Hiroshima and Japan’s Embrace of Nuclear Power”  
  
Week 9 – Mar 10 + 12: Flying Saucers and Extraterrestrials  
American Horizons, Chapter 26: The Dynamic 1950s 

Tuesday 
• Feinberg, M. (2013). "Soporific Bombs and American Flying Discs: War Fantasies in East-

Central Europe, 1948-1956."  
Thursday   
• Geppert, A. "Extraterrestrial encounters: UFOs, science and the quest for 

transcendence, 1947–1972." 
 
Week 10 – Mar 17 + 19: Space Exploration 
American Horizons, Chapter 27: The Optimism and the Anguish of the 1960s 

Tuesday 
• Annotated bibliog. & tentative thesis due  
• Guest: Dr. Muir-Harmony 
• United States Information Agency, “World Opinion and the Soviet Satellite: A 

Preliminary Evaluation,” October 17, 1957 
• United States Information Agency report: “Selected Editorial Comment on U.S. 

“Openness” in Space Activities,” May 24, 1966  
Thursday   
• Thesis workshop 
• Asif Siddiqi, “Competing Technologies, National(ist) Narratives, and Universal Claims: 

Towards a Global History of Space Exploration.”  
 
Spring Break: Mar 23-27 
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Week 11 – Mar 31 + Apr 2 – Modernizing the World 
Tuesday 
• Cullather, N. (2004). "Miracles of Modernization: The Green Revolution and the 

Apotheosis of Technology." 
• Human Development Report 2004: Punjab 
• Vandana Shiva, “The Green Revolution in the Punjab” 
Thursday   
EXAM II 

 
Week 12 – Apr 7 + 9 – Observing the World 
American Horizons, Chapter 28: The Vietnam Era, 1961-1975 

Tuesday 
• Deborah Shapley, "ERTS: Americans Took Pictures of Soviet Union - To Be 

Friendly," Science, Vol. 189, 4 August 1975 
• "Latin American Alters View on Landsat," Aviation Week & Space Technology, 17 July 

1978 
• Pamela Mack, Viewing the Earth: The Social Construction of the Landsat Satellite System, 

(MIT Press, 1990), Ch. 15, "International Issues for Earth Resources Satellites 
 

Thursday   
• Guest: Brian Jirout 
• Joanne Gabrynowicz, "Space Law: Its Cold War Origins and Challenges in the Era of 

Globalization," Suffolk University Law Review Vol. 37, No. 4, 2004 
 

Week 13 – Apr 14 + 16 – (Birth) Controlling the World 
Tuesday 
• Research paper due  
• Introduction and "To Inherit the Earth" from Matthew Connelly, Fatal Misconception: 

The Struggle to Control World Population  
 

Thursday   
• "The Birth Control Movement in Puerto Rico" and "Gender Awareness across 

Generations” from Iris Lopez, Matters of Choice: Puerto Rican Women's Struggle for 
Reproductive Freedom 

Week 14 – Apr 21 + 23 (Tentative thesis for final paper due Apr 21, 11 a.m.) 
Tuesday 
• Student Presentations 
Thursday   
• Student Presentations 
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Week 15 – Apr 28 + 30  
Tuesday 
• Student Presentations 
Thursday   
• Student Presentations 

 
Final exam:  Wednesday, May 6, 12 noon – 2:30 pm 
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