
HIST 1210-007 - Technology and Civilization I 
Aug 18, 2014 - Dec 12, 2014 

Mondays, 1:00 pm - 1:50 pm, Foy Student Union 258 
Wednesdays & Fridays, 1:00 pm - 1:50 pm, Haley Center 2196 

Dr. Laney, 320-A Thach Hall, laney@auburn.edu 
Office hours: Mondays & Wednesdays, 10:00 – 11:00 am, and by appointment 

 
Required Books 
(1) Richard W. Bulliet et al., The Earth and Its Peoples (Volume 1: to 1550), 6th ed. Read the assigned readings 
from this book before the Monday plenary and bring the book to our meetings on Wednesdays. 
(2) Guy Beckwith and Lindy Biggs, eds., Readings in Technology and Civilization, vol. I, 4th ed. Read the 
assigned readings from this book before our Friday meeting and bring this book to that meeting. 
 
Description 
This is the first course in a two-semester Technology and Civilization sequence, which focuses on the impact of 
technological change on global human history. The semester covers what we know about the relationship 
between humanity and technology from Paleolithic times to the early modern age--roughly from 2 million 
B.C.E. to the 17th century B.C.   
 
As we move around the globe and explore this considerable time span, we will learn how different civilizations 
developed and utilized technologies in the geographic location they settled in, with the resources available to 
them. We will analyze what factors influenced technological change and will question concepts such as 
"technological progress." We will furthermore explore how societies fared in isolation of each other and how 
increasing contact between cultures affected people's lives, including technological developments. Students 
will also practice being historians, which means that they will learn not only what we know about human 
history but also how we know it, why context is important for understanding the past, and why history is 
sometimes up for debate.  
 
Format 
Each week begins with a plenary lecture on Monday. Then we will meet on Wednesday and Friday for 
additional lecture and/or discussion of the week’s topic. In general, Wednesday’s we will focus on the subjects 
covered in Monday’s plenary along with readings in The Earth and Its Peoples, and Fridays we will focus on 
readings from Readings in Technology and Civilization.  
 
Course Goals 
• Strengthen students' critical and historical thinking, as well as discussion and writing skills 
• Learn the difference between evidence and interpretation and why it matters 
• Develop students' basic understanding of how and why humans create new technologies and what 

technological developments have meant not only to larger societies and civilizations but to ordinary 
people in their everyday lives 

 
Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs)  
HIST 1210 introduces the following two Student Learning Outcomes for Auburn University’s General Education 
Goals and Outcomes:  
• SLO 8: Students will be informed and engaged citizens of the United States and the World.  
• SLO 9: Students will understand and appreciate the diversity of and within societies of the United States 

and the World.  
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For all eleven SLOs, see: 
http://bulletin.auburn.edu/undergraduate/generalintroduction/academicpolicies/auburnuniversityscorecurric
ulum/#core  
 

Graded Activities 
Attendance  
Regular attendance on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays is vital to mastering the course material and will 
affect your grade. You may miss 3 meetings unexcused, but for each additional absence you will lose 5 points 
of your overall grade, and if you have more than six unexcused absences, you will fail this course. Absences will 
be excused only if you have a written excuse that complies with the Auburn University Student Policy 
eHandbook, section I, subsection 5, points 1–5 (I.5.1–5); no other excuses will be acceptable for this course 
(per I.5.6).  Note that I reserve the right to lower the grade of any student who is habitually late or leaves early 
regularly. 
 
At the end of the Monday plenary you need to hand in an attendance slip that contains your full name and a 
question based on the lecture. It is your responsibility to make sure that I receive your attendance slip. If the 
question you posed is thoughtful and not easily answered in the readings, you can earn up to 10 additional 
points over the course of the semester.  
 
Reading Quiz  
Our Wednesday meetings will begin with a 10-minute quiz covering the lecture and the assigned readings from 
The Earth and Its Peoples. In preparation, I will give you several questions to answer while you are reading 
chapters from The Earth and Its Peoples for the following week. On Wednesdays, I will give you one or two of 
those questions along with a question based on the lecture to answer in writing at the beginning of class. This 
is an open-book exercise. Be sure to be on time and to bring paper and pen,  your copy of The Earth and Its 
Peoples, and your notes from the plenary lecture.  
 
Each completed quiz that shows your understanding of the readings and lecture in your own words counts 3 
points toward your final grade. If you missed the lecture and only write about the readings or vice versa, you 
will receive 1.5 points. There will be 12 quizzes total, but only your best 10 will count towards your grade. 
There are no makeups. 
 
Analysis 
Each week we will read texts from Readings in Technology and Civilization that we will discuss on Fridays. In 
preparation for that discussion, you need to submit 5 essays over the course of the semester that:  
(a) briefly summarize the content, addressing the evidence the author used and his or her interpretation of 
that evidence,  
(b) what ideas you find most insightful or valuable, and  
(c) offer your informed assessment (your thoughtful opinion) of the text.  
 
The essays should be one page long, double-spaced, in 12-point Times New Roman or Arial font, 1” margins, 
and left-justified.  If two texts are assigned from Readings in Technology and Civilization for the week, write 
your essay for the one with the asterisk (*). There are 11 opportunities to submit an analysis, but you only 
need to submit 5 total. Plan accordingly.  
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Exams 
There will be three exams. The first two exams (15% each) will be held during class time and consist of multiple 
choice, maps, fill-in-the-blank, timelines, and short answer questions. The exams will cover the material in all 
of the readings, our discussions and lectures, and the plenary sessions. The third and final exam (20%) will be 
held at 12 noon - 2:30 p.m. on Monday, December 8. Like the other exams, it will consist of IDs, short-answer 
questions, and essays, but it is cumulative and will cover all of the material in the readings, our discussions and 
lectures, and the plenary sessions. You must bring a blue book and use an ink pen for all exams. 
 

Non-graded activities to support learning 
Non-graded quizzes 
In addition to the graded activities described above, you will be regularly quizzed on the readings, our 
discussions and lectures, and the plenary sessions to help you retain the course information and to prepare for 
the exams. Like the exams, these quizzes will therefore consist of multiple choice, maps, fill-in-the-blank, 
timelines, and short answer questions. Students may not use their books or notes during these quizzes, but we 
will answer the questions afterwards in class. The questions will be posted on Canvas after the quiz. Students 
should use these quizzes as study guides for the exams.  
 
Note taking 
I expect you to take notes on the plenary lectures, on the readings, as well as during our discussions on 
Wednesdays and Fridays. Over a decade of research has demonstrated, however, that students learn more, 
pay greater attention, focus more, and become better critical thinkers if they take notes by hand. We will 
therefore discuss some note taking strategies at the beginning of the course so you don't have to try to type as 
fast as you can during plenary lectures and still have useful notes to study from. 
 

Grading 
30 pts = reading quizzes (10 x 3pts) 
20 pts = analyses (5 x 4pts) 
50 pts = exams (2 X 15pts + 1 x 20pts) 
Up to 10 additional pts over the course of the semester = thoughtful questions for plenary 
 
I want all of you to do well, so please do not hesitate to contact me (or drop by my office) with any questions 
during the term. Note that I do not offer extra credit opportunities under any circumstances. 
 
Early Alert Grades 
You will receive an Early Alert Grade one week prior to mid semester (31st class day).  The Early Alert Grade 
represents your current performance on class work graded at that point in the semester.  Check the grading 
scale for this course so that you are aware of what percentage of the total points is represented by your Early 
Alert Grade.  If your Early Alert Grade is a "D", "F", or "FA" you will receive an email from the Retention 
Coordinator.  Early Alert Grades can be viewed by logging into AU Access and opening the tiger i tab.  Select 
"Student Records" and open the "Midterm Grades" window from the drop down box.  Contact me if the grade 
seems inaccurate. 

 
Policies 

Technology in the classroom 
Phones must be turned off during class. With few exceptions, I do not allow the use of laptops, recording 
devices, or other electronic devices in our Wednesday and Friday meetings. You may use a laptop to take notes 
during Mondays' plenary meetings, but you must sit in the front five rows. 
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Makeups 
Tests and quizzes may be made up only in extraordinary circumstances. Weekly quizzes can only 
be made up after you have already missed two of them (see above, “readings quizzes” section). Makeups will 
be granted if you have a written excuse that complies with the Auburn University Student Policy eHandbook, 
section I, subsection 5, points 1–5 (I.5.1–5); no other excuses will be acceptable (per I.5.6). You must contact 
me as soon as possible to schedule a makeup time and place and provide a qualifying excuse, dated on the day 
of the exam, within 5 days of the missed exam. 
 
If normal class and/or lab activities are disrupted due to illness, emergency, or crisis situation (such as an H1N1 
flu outbreak), the syllabus and other course plans and assignments may be modified to allow completion of 
the course. If this occurs, an addendum to your syllabus and/or course assignments will replace the original 
materials.  Check your email and Canvas regularly for such changes.  
 
Academic Integrity & Classroom Behavior 
In accordance with Auburn University policies, no form of academic dishonesty will be tolerated in this class. 
This includes: plagiarism, inappropriate collaboration, work done for one course and submitted for another, 
deliberate falsification of data, interference with other students’ work, and copyright violations.  For a full 
explanation of the rules and procedures related to academic integrity violations, review Auburn University's 
Student Academic Honesty Code at: 
https://sites.auburn.edu/admin/universitypolicies/Policies/AcademicHonestyCode.pdf. 
 
For the AU Classroom Behavior Policy, see: 
https://sites.auburn.edu/admin/universitypolicies/Policies/PolicyonClassroomBehavior.pdf 
 
Communication and Office Hours 
Outside of class, I will communicate with you regularly via email and Canvas, so you need to ensure that you 
have access to these tools and that your university email address is set up correctly. Be sure to check your 
email regularly, and I will do the same!  I want you to succeed, so I am happy to help during office hours if you 
have questions concerning the lectures, discussions, your grades, the readings, or the assignments.  If you 
cannot meet me during my office hours, let me know what your availability is, and I will try to meet you at a 
different time.   
 
Sources for Support 
Auburn University is committed to providing educational opportunities to a broad range of students with 
different educational needs.  If you require accommodations,  arrange to meet with me during the first week 
of class. Bring an Accommodation Memo and Instructor Verification Form, which you can obtain from the 
Office of Accessibility. I will comply with arrangements you may need, but it will be your responsibility to 
remind me of any special requirements and/or arrangements for any session, especially when there is a test.  
 
For additional support, the following institutions on campus might be helpful: 

• Office of Accessibility, 334-844-2096, 1228 Haley Center 
• Academic Support, 334-844-5972, 0176B RBD Library 
• The Miller Writing Center, 334-844-7475,  for locations, see: https://fp.auburn.edu/writing/writing-

center/ 
• Student Counseling Services, 334-844-5123, 400 Lem Morrison Dr., Suite 2086  

 
****Syllabus is subject to change. Changes will be announced in class and on Canvas! **** 
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SCHEDULE 

 
Week 1 – August 18, 20, and 22  
Plenary topic: Paleolithic and Neolithic Eras (Dr. Lakwete) 
Readings: Bulliet et al., ch. 1  

Beckwith and Biggs, ch. 6: Diamond, “The Worst Mistake in the History of the Human Race” 
 
Week 2 – August 25, 27, and 29  
Plenary topic: Ancient Mesopotamia (Dr. Kozuh ) 
Readings: Bulliet et al., ch. 2: pp. 26–39 and 46–50 
  Beckwith and Biggs, ch. 9: Saggs, “Pyramids and Ziggurats”(*) 
 
Week 3 – (Labor Day: Sep 1) Sep 3 and 5  
Topic:  Ancient Egypt (no plenary) 
Readings:  Bulliet et al., ch. 2: pp. 39–46 and ch. 3: pp. 53-59 and ch. 4: pp. 95-98 
  Beckwith and Biggs, ch. 10: Keegan, “Flesh: The Charioteers” 
 
Week 4 – Sep 8, 10, and 12  
Sep 8: last day to drop from course with no grade assignment and for potential tuition refund  
Plenary topic: Ancient Tropical Africa (Dr. Lakwete) 
Readings: Bulliet et al., ch. 9 and ch. 15: 361-368 
  Beckwith and Biggs, ch. 18: Connah, "Brilliance Beneath the Trees" 
 
Week 5 – Sep 15, 17, and 19 (EXAM I on Friday, Sep 19; no reading quiz on Wednesday, no analysis essay for 
Friday) 
Plenary topic: Ancient Mediterranean Societies (Dr. Beckwith) 
Readings: Bulliet et al., ch. 3: pp. 60-64, 71-79 and Ch. 5: pp. 120-136 
  Beckwith and Biggs, ch. 12: Glotz, “Industry” 
 
Week 6 – Sep 22, 24, and 26 (Friday: Midterm student feedback) 
Plenary topic: Hellenism and Ancient Rome (Dr. Kozuh) 
Readings: Bulliet et al., ch. 5: pp. 136-141 and ch. 6: pp. 142-158 and  ch. 8: 218-19 
  Beckwith and Biggs, ch. 14: Hodges, "Late Greek and Roman Engineers" 
 
Week 7 – Sep 29, Oct 1 and 3 (Tuesday: Early Alert grades posted by midnight) 
Plenary topic: Ancient Societies of the Americas (Dr. Beckwith) 
Readings: Bulliet et al., ch. 8 and ch. 15: 379-383 
  Beckwith and Biggs, ch. 20: Diamond, "The Accidental Conqueror" 
 
Week 8 – Oct 6, 8, and 10  
Oct 7: Last day to withdraw from course with no grade penalty. "W" assigned and deadline for request to move 
finals. 
Plenary topic: Ancient China (Dr. Lakwete) 
Readings: Bulliet et al., ch. 4: pp. 82–95 and ch. 6: pp. 158–167 and ch. 12 
  Beckwith and Biggs, ch. 17: Shaffer, "China, Technology, and Change" 
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Week 9 – Oct 13 and 15 (Fall Break: Oct 16-17; no analysis essay for Friday)  
Plenary topic: The Austronesian Expansion (Dr. Hansen) 
Readings: No readings from Bulliet or Beckwith and Biggs this week.  
  Diamond, ch. 17 "Speedboat to Polynesia" (available on Canvas) 
 
Week 10 – Oct 20, 22, and 24 (EXAM II on Friday, Oct 24; no reading quiz on Wednesday) 
Plenary topic: Islam and Muslim Empires (Dr. Lucsko) 
Readings: Bulliet et al., ch. 10 
  Beckwith and Biggs, ch. 21: Bulliet, "How the Camel Got Its Saddle" &  
  ch. 22: Hill, "Mechanical Engineering in the Medieval Near East"(*) 
 
Week 11 – Oct 27, 29, and 31  
Plenary topic: Medieval Europe I (Dr. Beckwith) 
Readings: Bulliet et al., ch. 11 
  Beckwith and Biggs, ch. 24: Pacey, 
   "The Cathedral Builders: European Technical Achievement Between 1100 and 1280" 
 
Week 12 – Nov 3, 5, and 7  
Plenary topic: Medieval Europe II (Dr. Hansen) 
Readings: Bulliet et al., ch. 14: pp. 338-349 
  Beckwith and Biggs, ch. 27: Mee, "Medieval Europe and the Killer Fleas" 
 
Week 13 – Nov 10, 12, and 14  
Plenary topic: Renaissance and Reformation (Dr. Lucsko) 
Readings: Bulliet et al., ch. 14: pp. 350-359 
  Beckwith and Biggs, ch. 29: Olmert, "The Gutenberg Revolution" (*) & 
  ch. 30: Merson, "The Transmission of Knowledge" 
 
Week 14 – Nov 17, 19, and 21  
Plenary topic: The Scientific Revolution (Dr. Laney) 
Readings: No readings from the Bulliet book this week.  
  Beckwith and Biggs, ch. 40: Byard, "Galileo and the Artists" & 
  ch. 41: Ferris, "Newton's Reach"(*) 
 
Thanksgiving Break, Nov 24-28 
 
Week 15 – Dec 1, 3, and 5  
Plenary topic: The Commercial Revolution: The Dutch (Dr. Hansen) 
Readings: Bulliet et al., ch. 16  
  Beckwith and Biggs, ch. 38: Villiers, "Oriental Influences on English Taste" 
 
Final exam: Monday, December 8, 12 noon - 2:30 p.m., Haley Center 2196 


