
HIST 7970: Seminar in Immigration and Technology 
Aug 17 - Dec 11, 2016 

Thursdays, 4-6:50 pm, Thach 312B 
Dr. Laney, 323 Thach Hall, (334) 844-4347, laney@auburn.edu 

Office hours: MWF, 2:00 – 3:00 pm, and by appointment 

Virtual border crossings: Mexican workers in award-winning 2008 film, Sleep Dealer  
(director: Alex Rivera) 

 
This reading-intensive seminar explores the intersections of immigration, science, and technology 
in the twentieth century. Our two main foci will be the movement of "highly skilled" immigrants 
and the role of science and technology in the migration process. More specifically, we will examine 
the role of eugenics and scientific racism along with the increased focus on desired skills in the 
development of immigration policies. In addition, we will study the use of science and technology 
to control border flow, the impact of fears of epidemics on who could enter the nation, as well as 
how migrants have used science and technology to navigate said borders. We will also explore 
debates around Brain Drain vs. Brain Gain, while contrasting the experiences of “highly skilled” 
immigrants with those of immigrants with less desired skills. Migration studies is an 
interdisciplinary field, so the readings will not be limited to historians’ scholarship. And while the 
course focuses mainly on the United States, readings will include studies of other nations in order 
to help us contextualize the U.S. and its specific historical and international context.  

 
Required Readings  
Please see calendar below for the required and supplemental readings for this course. Most of the 
books are widely available, new and used. In addition, almost all of the books are on reserve at the 
RBD Library (with a 1-day checkout limit). The various articles I’ve assigned are either available 
online—through Project Muse, JStor, or a similar database—or they are posted on Canvas.  
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Student Learning Outcomes  
At completion of this course, students should be able to:  

 articulate the main questions and arguments of the field by leading class discussion regularly 
and submitting systemized summaries of the readings 

 demonstrate the ability to teach a complicated argument for an undergraduate-level audience 
by providing a mini-lecture of one of the assigned readings 

 demonstrate professional acumen by outlining the most significant aspects of an assigned 
book to a group of peers 

 demonstrate mastery one of the historian’s crucial skill sets by writing a professional book 
review of one of the assigned monographs  

 demonstrate solid familiarity with the course material by applying it to the analysis of a 
monograph not previously discussed in class 

 
Grades 
Participation 20 % 
Leading class 10 % 
Mini-lecture 10 % 
Introduce book 10 % 
Summaries of Readings 20 % 
Book Review 20 % 
Analysis Essay 20 % 
 

Participation 
This course will rely heavily on student discussion of reading assignments. I expect you to be well-
prepared for each class meeting. You should have read and analyzed the assignment for each 
meeting, and be prepared to discuss the ideas and events presented. You should be able to explain 
the main points and supporting details in each reading, relate these to the course themes, and 
offer your own evaluation of this history and material. To help with that, you will prepare 
discussion questions for each meeting and short summaries of each of the week’s readings, 
beginning in the second week of the course.  
 
Your questions are evaluated as part of your participation grade, so be sure to post three to four 
discussion questions on Canvas by 5:00 PM on Wednesdays before our meeting and bring your 
summaries to class.  
 

Summaries of Readings 
Reading summaries should be ca. one to two pages in length and be submitted in hard copy. They 
will be evaluated only for content (i.e., not for style). FYI: If you can make this exercise a regular 
habit, it will be one of the most useful ones for the rest of your career! 
 
You should address the following points: 

 What are the thesis, main points, and supporting details in this reading? 

 Is the author successful in arguing and proving his or her thesis? 

 What does this reading contribute to our understanding of our area of inquiry? 
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Leading Class:  
Beginning in the second week of the course, every week one of you will share responsibility for 
leading the discussion with the professor.  We will divide the weeks among all students in our first 
meeting. As the discussion leader, you will collect the questions posted by all students and lead 
the discussion using those you collected along with your own questions. Evaluation will be based 
on the quality of your questions and effectiveness of your class leadership. 
 

Mini-lecture 
For one of the weeks in which you are leading the discussion, you will additionally craft a mini-
lecture (20-30 minutes) aimed at an undergraduate student audience that introduces the 
information from the week’s reading to the class. The goal of the mini-lecture will be to distill the 
ideas for an audience of undergraduates in a relevant survey or upper-level course. Feedback for 
delivery and presentation skills will be provided by the entire group in an informal conversational 
style. Formal evaluation will be based on the content.  
 

Introduce book 
You will introduce a book to the class that only you are required to read. You may choose the 
format you use, but you should make sure that the rest of the class has a solid understanding of 
the content of the book without having to read it. Evaluation will be based on content and 
delivery.  
 

Book Review 
You will submit a formal book review for a scholarly audience outside of our classroom instead of 
one of the weekly summaries. You may choose which book from our reading list you want to 
review. A book review should summarize, analyze, and evaluate the book in question. The 
summary should provide the author’s thesis and argument. The analysis should discuss usefulness, 
clarity, and eloquence of the thesis and argument, as well as the author’s use of sources and 
evidence. Your evaluation should place the work in relation to other books or articles and include 
an assessment of the author’s success in arguing and proving his or her thesis. (I encourage you to 
take a look at the structure of book reviews in general, but I don’t recommend reading book 
reviews of the book you are reviewing before you have written your own.) 
 

Analysis Essay 
During Finals Week, you will submit an essay analyzing the biography of an immigrant scientist or 
technical professional of your choosing (a list of potential candidates will be provided separately). 
In addition to a synopsis of the biography, the analysis should consider how it fits within the 
history of immigration & technology and in what ways the story might be enhanced using this 
history as a lens. Essays should be roughly 3,000 words in length and draw upon material from the 
assigned course readings. Some additional research may be necessary. This essay will be evaluated 
on the basis of argument, clarity, use of course materials, and mastery of relevant historical 
concepts and data.  
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Communication and Office Hours 
Outside of class, I will communicate with you regularly via email and Canvas, so you need to 
ensure that you have access to these tools and that your university email address is set up 
correctly. Be sure to check your email regularly, and I will do the same!  I want you to succeed, so I 
am happy to help during office hours if you have questions concerning your grades, the readings, 
or the assignments.  If you cannot meet me during my office hours, let me know what your 
availability is, and I will try to meet you at a different time.   
 
For additional support, the following institutions on campus might be helpful: 

 Office of Accessibility, 334-844-2096, 1228 Haley Center 

 Academic Support, 334-844-5972, 0176B RBD Library 

 The Miller Writing Center, 334-844-7475, https://fp.auburn.edu/writing/writing-center/ 

 Student Counseling Services, 334-844-5123, 400 Lem Morrison Dr., Suite 2086 

Students with Disabilities 
If you require accommodations, please see me during the first week of class. Bring your 
Accommodation Memo and Instructor Verification Form with you. If you do not have these forms, 
you need to visit the Program for Students with Disabilities (1228 Haley) to obtain them before 
coming to see me.  

 
Policies 

Absences  
Attendance is especially Important in a graduate seminar because it relies on student participation 
and preparation of material. Absences will be excused only if you have a written excuse that 
complies with the Auburn University Student Policy eHandbook, section I, subsection 5, points 1–5 
(I.5.1–5); no other excuses will be acceptable for this course (per I.5.6).  Note that I reserve the 
right to lower the grade of any student who is habitually late or leaves early regularly. 
 

Academic Honesty  

All portions of the Auburn University Student Academic Honesty code (Title XII) found in the 

Student Policy eHandbook at http://www.auburn.edu/student_info/student_policies/ will apply to 

this class. All academic honesty violations or alleged violations of the SGA Code of Laws will be 

reported to the Office of the Provost, which will then refer the case to the Academic Honesty 

Committee. 

 

Classroom Behavior 

The Auburn University Classroom Behavior Policy is strictly followed in the course; please refer to 

the Student Policy eHandbook at http://www.auburn.edu/student_info/student_policies/ for 

details of this policy. 

 

http://www.auburn.edu/student_info/student_policies/
http://www.auburn.edu/student_info/student_policies/
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Emergency Contingency 

If normal class activities are disrupted due to illness, emergency, or crisis situation (such as an 

H1N1 flu outbreak), the syllabus and other course plans and assignments may be modified to allow 

completion of the course. If this occurs, an addendum to your syllabus and/or course assignments 

will replace the original materials. 

 

 
Schedule 

 
Week 1 – 08/18/2016 - Introduction & Screening of “Sleep Dealer” 

 No required readings 
 
Week 2 – 08/25/2016 - Immigration History & History of Technology 
Required Readings 

 Gerber, David A. American Immigration: A Very Short Introduction, Very Short Introductions. Oxford; 
New York: Oxford University Press, 2011.  

 Kraut, Alan M. "A Century of Scholarship in American Immigration and Ethnic History." In A Century of 
American Historiography, edited by James M. Banner, 124-40. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2010. 
(Canvas) 

 Edgerton, David. "Innovation, Technology, or History: What Is the Historiography of Technology 
About?" Technology and Culture 51, no. 3 (2010): 680-97.  

 
Week 3 – 09/01/2016 – Shaping the Nation at the Border I 
Required Readings 

 Kraut, Alan M. Silent Travelers: Germs, Genes, and the "Immigrant Menace". Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 
University Press, 1994.  

 
Week 4 – 09/08/2016 - Shaping the Nation at the Border II 
Required Readings 

 McKiernan-González, John Raymond. Fevered Measures: Public Health and Race at the Texas-Mexico 
Border, 1848-1942. Durham: Duke University Press, 2012.  

 
Book to be introduced  

 Fairchild, Amy L. Science at the Border: Immigrant Medical Inspection and the Shaping of the Modern 
Industrial Labor Force. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2003.  

 
Week 5 – 09/15/2016 - Enforcing the Border I 
Required Readings 

 Hernandez, Kelly Lytle. Migra! A History of the U.S. Border Patrol, American Crossroads. Berkeley, Calif.: 
University of California Press, 2010.   
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Week 6 – 09/22/2016 - Enforcing the Border II 
Required Readings 

 Dunn, Timothy J. The Militarization of the U.S.-Mexico Border, 1978-1992: Low-Intensity Conflict 
Doctrine Comes Home. 1st ed, CMAS Border & Migration Studies Series. Austin: CMAS Books, University 
of Texas at Austin, 1996.   

 
Book to be introduced (interlibrary loan) 

 Zaiotti, Ruben, ed. Externalizing Migration Management: Europe, North America and the Spread of 
'remote Control' Practices. Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge, 2016. (*) 

 
Week 7 – 09/29/2016 – Immigrants Shaping the Nation 
Required Readings 

 Roediger, David R. Working toward Whiteness: How America's Immigrants Became White: The Strange 
Journey from Ellis Island to the Suburbs. New York: Basic Books, 2005.   

 Lung-Amam, Willow. "Malls of Meaning: Building Asian America in Silicon Valley Suburbia." Journal of 
American Ethnic History 34, no. 2 (2015): 18-53.  

 
Week 8 – 10/06/2016 - Skills? What Skills? I 
Required Readings 

 Hagan, Jacqueline Maria, Rubén Hernández-León, and Jean-Luc Demonsant. Skills of the "Unskilled": 
Work and Mobility among Mexican Migrants. Oakland, CA: University of California Press, 2015. 

 Hondagneu-Sotelo, Pierrette. Doméstica: Immigrant Workers Cleaning and Caring in the Shadows of 
Affluence. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2001.  

 
Week 9 – 10/13/2016 – Skills? What Skills? II 
Required Readings 

 Choy, Catherine Ceniza. Empire of Care: Nursing and Migration in Filipino American History, American 
Encounters/Global Interactions; Durham and London: Duke University Press, 2003. 

 Ngai, Mae M. "A Slight Knowledge of the Barbarian Language: Chinese Interpreters in Late-Nineteenth 
and Early-Twentieth-Century America." Journal of American Ethnic History 30, no. 2 (2011): 05-32. 

 
Week 10 – 10/20/2016 - Immigrants and the High-Tech Industry 
Required Readings 

 Pellow, David N., and Lisa Sun-Hee Park. The Silicon Valley of Dreams: Environmental Injustice, 
Immigrant Workers, and the High-Tech Global Economy, Critical America. New York: New York 
University Press, 2002.   

 
Week 11 – 10/27/2016 - Brain Drain or Gain? 
Required Readings 

 Gaillard, Jacques, and Anne Marie Gaillard. "Introduction: The International Mobility of Brains: Exodus 
or Circulation?" Science, Technology & Society 2, no. 2 (1997): 195-228. 

 Alex Boakye, Asiedu. "Some Perspectives on the Migration of Skilled Professionals from Ghana." African 
Studies Review 53, no. 1 (2010): 61-78.  

 Erisman, H. M. (2012). “Brain Drain Politics: The Cuban Medical Professional Parole Programme.” The 
International Journal of Cuban Studies, 4(3), 269-290,401.  

 Zweig, David, Chung Siu Fung, and Donglin Han. "Redefining the Brain Drain: China's 'Diaspora 
Option'." Science, Technology & Society 13, no. 1 (2008): 1-33.  
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Week 12 – 11/03/2016 - Knowledge Transfer  
Required Readings 

 Wang, Zuoyue. "Transnational Science During the Cold War: The Case of Chinese/American 
Scientists." Isis 101, no. 2 (2010): 367-77.  

 Gaillard, Jacques, and Anne Marie Gaillard. "Introduction: The International Mobility of Brains: Exodus 
or Circulation?" Science, Technology & Society 2, no. 2 (1997): 195-228.  

 
Book to be introduced 

 Ash, Mitchell G., and Alfons Sèollner. Forced Migration and Scientific Change: Emigre German-Speaking 
Scientists and Scholars after 1933, Publications of the German Historical Institute. Washington, D.C., 
Cambridge, New York: German Historical Institute; Cambridge University Press, 1996.  

 
Week 13 – 11/10/2016 - Identities Across the Border  
Required Readings 

 Magnet, Shoshana. When Biometrics Fail: Gender, Race, and the Technology of Identity. Durham: Duke 
University Press, 2011. (*) 

 Sun, Xiao-e, and Yanjie Bian. "Ethnic Networking in the Transnational Engagement of Chinese American 
Scientists." Asian Perspective 36, no. 3 (2012): 435-61.  

 
Book to be introduced 

 Alonso, Andoni, and Pedro J. Oiarzabal. Diasporas in the New Media Age: Identity, Politics, and 
Community. Reno: University of Nevada Press, 2010.  

 
Week 14 – 11/17/2016 - Migrants with "special skills" I 
Required Readings 

 Fermi, Laura. Illustrious Immigrants: The Intellectual Migration from Europe, 1930-41. 2d ed. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1971.  

 Hsu, Madeline Y. "The Disappearance of America's Cold War Chinese Refugees, 1948-1966." Journal of 
American Ethnic History 31, no. 4 (2012): 12-33. 

 
Week 15 – 12/01/2016– Migrants with "special skills" II 
Required Readings 

 Dhingra, Pawan. Managing Multicultural Lives: Asian American Professionals and the Challenge of 
Multiple Identities. Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press, 2007.  

 Bhalla, Vibha. "“We Wanted to End Disparities at Work”: Physician Migration, Racialization, and a 
Struggle for Equality." Journal of American Ethnic History 29, no. 3 (2010): 40-78.  

 Zulueta, Benjamin C. "Master of the Master Gland: Choh Hao Li, the University of California, and 
Science, Migration, and Race." Historical Studies in the Natural Sciences 39, no. 2 (2009): 129-70.  

 
 
 
 
****Syllabus is subject to change. Changes will be announced in class and on Canvas! ****  
 


